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BFM  statement  OK  as  is,  m 
say  former  SBC  presidents  ft 


i  VXKlr 


DALLAS  (BP) — “The  wording  of 
the  scripture  portion  of  the  statement 
°i  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  has 
served  Baptists  well  since  the  New 
Hampshire  confession  of  faith  and  to 
change  it  would  only  do  harm  to  the 
fellowship,-’  says  Herschel  H.  Hobbs, 

Hobbs  was  chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  in  1962-63  reviewed  and  re¬ 
vised  the  1925  statement  of  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  Their  work  was 
approved  in  the  1963  statement  on  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message  which 
reaffirmed  last  year  in  Los  Angeles 

Former  SBC  President  Adrian  Ro¬ 
gers  said  recently  in  Rome,  Ga. ,  he  felt 
much  of  the  controversy  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  could  be  eliminated  if  the  wording 
of  the  Scripture  portion  of  the  state  this  battle 
ment  were  changed  to  read  the  Bible  ing.’  ” 

•  is”  truth  rather  than  "hasv  truth 
without  any  mixture  of  error  for  its 
matter. 

Hobbs  said  the  terminology  on  the 
scriptures  in  the  1963  statement  is 
identical  to  that  in  the  New  Hampshire 


bring  a  motion  jn  New  Orleans  calling 
for  the  change.  (Owen  Cooper,  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  layman  who  was  president  in 
1973-74,  took  issue  with  Rogers'  issue 
about  laymen  itot  knowing  the  differ¬ 
ence. 

“I  think  he  underestimates  the  per¬ 
ception  of  the  layman.’’  Cooper  said, 
and  added  he  w^s  not  in  favor  “of  mak¬ 
ing  a  golden  calf  of  the  statement  on 
Baptist  Faith  $nd  Message.” 

Carl  E.  Bates,  president  in  1971-72, 
was  also  commented  on  the  layman  angle, 
saying  he  didn’t  feel  the  whole  discus¬ 
sion  about  the  statement  made  any  dif¬ 
ference  to  thenj  at  all. 

“I  talk  to  a  lot  of  them.”  Bates  said. 
“They  say.  We  are  not  interested  in 
yotl  preachers  have  go- 

Jimmy  R.  Al|en,  president  in  1978- 
79,  said  the  wotjding  Rogers  prefers  is 
unnecessary.  ‘UThe  convention  has  de¬ 
cided  on  a  number  of  occasions  that  we 
have  an  adequate  statement,"  he  said. 
“The  fact  is  the  statement  is  crystal 
clear  ; .  and  speaks  to  the  authority 
( Continued  on  page  4 ) 
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confession  of  faith  and  also  in  the  1925 
statement. 

“It  has  served  Baptists  well  for 
these  many,  many  years,”  he  said. 

'  and  I  think  it  will  continue  to  do  so  if 
we  will  recognize  that  the  word  has’’ 
may  be  interpreted  in  the  sense  of  the 
word  ‘is.’  To  change  it,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment.  would  only  do  harm  to  the  fel¬ 
lowship." 

Hobbs  recalled  that  Rogers  said  in 
Los  Angeles  last  year  that  it  was  time 
to  stop  debating  the  statement  of  faith  ceived  full,  thfee-year  accreditation 
and  get  on  with  the  work.  by  the  JointConimission  on  Accredita- 

“I  think  we  should  let  the  action  in  tion  of  Hospitals  ( JCAH). 

Los  Angeles  lay  this  matter  to  rest  and  JCAH  is  a  prjlate.  not  for  profit  or; 
get  on  with  the  work  God  has  given  us  ganization  created  by  and  composed  of 
to  do.”  Hobbs  said.  health  care  organizations.  About  7,400 

Several  other,  former  SBC  presi-  facilities,  services,  and  programs  hold 
dents  contacted  by  the  Baptist  Stan-  JCAH  accreditation, 
dard,  voiced  their  opinions  on  the  The  135-bed  ETooneville  hospital  is  af- 
change  All  opposed  it  except  Jaroy  filiated  with  Baptist  Memorial  health 
Weber  of  Dallas,  president  in  1975-76.  Care  System.  Inc.,  in  Memphis. 

Weber  said  he  could  accept  Rogers’  The  Jacks&n  and  Boonevilla 
suggestion  and  said  he  had  been  told  facilities  are  affiliated  with  the  Mis- 
that  Rogers  or  someone  else  would  sissippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Hospitals 

accredited 


erative  Program 
pace  1981  giving 


Temple  CJmrcli  loves  Hattiesburg 


By  Fite  McCoy  reasons  cannot  do  it  for 
Temple  Baptist  Church  of  themselves.  It  has  meaqi 
Hattiesburg  set  out  in  1982  mowing  lawns,  trimming 
to  actively  share  love  with  a  shrubbery,  raking  leaves' 
city,  and  in  so  doing  disco-  hauling  trash;  fixing  leaky 
vered  that  sharing  is  indeed  *  roofs  and  broken  pipes,  re| 
a  two-way  flow.  (  .pairing  porches,  painting! 

The  year  is  special  be-  4 rooms, 
cause  the  city  and  the  It  has  meant  baking 
church  are  -sharing  an  cakes  and  delivering  them 
anniversary— the  100th  for  to  teachers,  nurses!. 


with  innovative  eJcpres-  homes,  Billy  Browning;  and  appreciation  of  what 
sions  of  love.”  prayer,  Nava  Lou  Stiglets;  the  program  is  all  about.  A 

Statistically, ;  “Sharing  hospitals,  Robin  Sims;  city,  sampling  of  these  expres- 
Love  With  Hattiesburg”  county  and  federal  offi-  sions: 
has  directly  involved  more  cials,  Joe  Gordy;  shopping  “I  would  like  to  express 
than 445  church  members  in  centers,  Gary  Rush;  inter-  my  deepest  love  to  Temple 
active  roles,  and  has  in-  nationals,  Delois  Smith;  Baptist  Church  and  to  the 
volved  many  others  in  policemen,  firemen  and  Task  Force  that  swept  my 
prayerful  support.  These  post  office,  Carolyn  Au-  yard  and  painted  my  bed- 
445-plus  members  have  Itman;  and  schools.  Rose  room.  Only  the  love  of 
participated  in  98  projects,  Marie  Moore.  Christ  would  inspire  people 

for  a  total  of  more  than  1,475  Comments  of  church  to  do  this  wonderful  thing.” 
hours.  members  who  have  par-  “I  thank  God  for  your  de- 

Organization  of  the  prog-  ticipated  actively  in  the  sire  to  share  your  love  with 
ram  began  early  in  the  program  indicate  that  they  us.  What  a  wonderful  spirit 
year,  wi^h  the  focus  of  ac-  have  been  blessed  by  the  you  have.” 

ilqnned  for  the  experience;  that  they  have  Other  notesof  apprecia- 
Task  received  through  the  act  of  tion  came  frijin  the  fire 

hospital, 


Temple  Baptist.  The  occa-  officials  at  all  levels  of  gov- 
sion  seemed  to  call  for  ernment;  writing  thank  you 
something  special  on  the  notes  to  doctors,  and  mak- 
part  of  the  church.  Temple  ing  visits  to  hospital  wards 
Baptist  has  responded  with  and  nursing  homes.  It  haf  tivities 
an  ongoing  program  called  meant  special  recognition  month  6f  March 

“Sharing  Love  With  Hat-  for  people  who  are  in  the  forces  we^e  assigned  to  var-  giving.  department 

tiesburg.”  community  from  foreign^  ious  areas  of  activity.  The  “I've  met  so  many  nice  schools,  and  the  English 

It  began  with  a  concept  in  lands.  It  has  meant  these  pastor  selected  a  director  people,”  said  one  .member  Language  Institute, 
the  mind  of  the  pastor,  and  other  ways  of  saying  to  for  each  of  10  task  forces,  “They  seem  to  really  ap-  “Sharing  Love  With  Hat- 

Harry  L.  Lucenay,  based  the  people  of  the  citjh  and  the  directors  in  turn  preciate  what  we  are  do-  tiesburg,”  in  its  evolution 

upon  studies  of  urban  “Thank  you  for  who  you  are  selected  four  or  five  key  as-  ing.”  from  concept  to  reality, 

church  work,  a  similar  and  what  you  are  doing  j’j'  sistants.  The  people  of  the  “It  feels, good,”  said  a  seems  to  have  struck  a  re¬ 

program  conducted  by  Even  more  importantly,  ite  church  v/ere  then  given  the  ycung  woman,  “wiping  sponsive  chord  with  the 
another  Baptist  church  in  terwoven  throughout  all  thj^  opportunity  to  volunteer  for  perspiration  from  her  face  (Continued  on  page  2) 
another  state,  and  a  desire  activity,  it  has  meant  1^  service  according  to  in-  while  raking  a  yard.  “It 
to  take  the  church  into  the  sharing  of  Jesus  Christ,  j  terests  and  were  assigqpd  feels  so  good  to  be  out  here 
community.  From  the  con-  “The  role  of  servants  to  an  appropriate  task  working  for  somebody  who 
cept.  through  prayer,  plan-  preaching,  teaching  or  force.  Each  task  force  es-  , isn’t  able  to  work." 
ning  and  organization,  it  singing  has  been  em|-  tablished  its  own  agenda.  “I  just  didn’t  realize  how 
evolved  into  a  variety  of  ac-  phasized  in  today’s  church  performed  its  assigned  much  needed  to  be  done,” 
tivities  tailored  specifically  so  much  that  the  church  has  tasks  during  the  Spring,  said  another, 
to  Hattiesburg,  (involving  become  a  ‘come  to  usj’  and  met  again  to  evaluate  And  what  has  been  the 
hundreds  of  church  mem-  structure,”  said  the  pastor,  what  had  taken  place  and  reaction  of  the  people  of  the 
bers.  “It  was  never  designed  that  determine  its  future  role.  city  with  whom  love  has 

This  concept  of  “sharing  way.  The  ministry  of  self-  The  task  forces  and  their  been  shared?  Through  let- 

love”  has  meant  going  out  vice  through  caring  allows  directors  are:  home  re-  ters,  calls,  and  personal 
and  getting  hot  and  tired  the  church  to  become  a ‘|p  pairs.  Bob  Herrington;  contacts,  they  have  expres¬ 
and  dirty,  doing  work  for  to  the  people’  structure  «>-  yard  clean-up,  Terry  sed  what  seems  to  be  a 
people  who  for  various  filtrating  the  community  McWhorter;  nursing  heart-felt  understanding 


fes j.  Members  at  Temple  Church  in  Hat- 

tiesburg  have  been  Sharing  Love  With 

Hattiesburg"  by  cleaning  up  yards.  From 
A  "Sharing  Love  With  Hattiesburg”  cake  is  delivered  to  left  are:  Gail  Gower,  Temple  Bush,  Tracy 
Mayor  Bobby  Chain  (left)  for  employees  at  City  Hall.  The  Richmond,  Peggy  Miller  and:  Patsy 
c  ake  was  presented  by  Harry  L.  Lucenay  (right),  pastor  of  Kramer. 

Temple  Baptist. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— A  Baptist  Stephen.  Hospital  employees  offered 
family  from  Scotland  experienced  to  take  Stephen  on  outings. 

Christian  fellowship  in  action  when  a 

freakish  injury  hospitalized  their  Scott  B.  Anthony,  the  orthopedist 
3-year-old  son  in  Richmond,  Va.  who  treated  Peter,  made  follow-up 

Pastor  Laurie  Dennision  of  Mother-  calls  and  took  both  sons  swimming, 
well  (Scotland)  Baptist  Church,  his'  carefully  exercising  the  injured  knee 
wife,  Gwen,  and  their  two  sons  had  in  the  pool. 


Now  Dennison,  his  family  back  in 
Scotland,  ^  has  continued  his 
Sabbatical— with  stops  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  and  foreign  missions  confer¬ 
ence  at  Ridgecrest,  N.C.— hoping  the 
remainder  of  his  trip  will  be  less  event- 


wife,  Gwen,  and  their  two  sons  had 
been  in  the  United  States  just  a  few 
days  on  a  combination  sabbatical- 
vacation  when  the  unexpected  hap¬ 
pened. 

Their  younger  son,  Peter,  fell  in  a 
shallow  stream  of  a  Richmond  park. 

What  appeared  to  be  a  routine  cut  on 
his  knee  became  considerably  more  By  Tim  Nicholas 

serious.  Too  different  waterborne  bac-  “Help  save  North  Jackson  Baptist 
teria  had  entered  his  system.  Peter’s  Church.  Bond  payment  due;  short  of 
temperature  shot  up  and  the  infection  funds.  Send  contributions  to.  . 
threatened  permanent  damage  to  his  This  classified  ad  in  Jackson’s  pap- 
*<nee  ers  was  the  last  ditch  effort  in  late 

Gwen,  a  nurse,  stayed  with  her  in¬ 
jured  youngster— irrigation  tubes 
protruding  from  his  knee— around  the 
clock  at  a  Richmond  hospital  for  10 
days.  She  and  Dennison  remain  anxi- 


Blisters  volunteer 
to  inform  Mississipp 


tans 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Volunteers  are  leading  volunteers. 
Nolan  and  Frances  Brister  are  work¬ 
ing  two  mornings  a  week  as  volunteers 
in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  Brotherhood  department. 
Their  job  is  to  organize  and  promote 
mission  volunteerism  among  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists. 

Both  retired,  he  as  V A  chaplain,  she 
as  a  bank  teller,  the  couple  had  always 
planned  to  do  mission  work  at  retire¬ 
ment. 

He  bought  a  new  pick  up  and  travel 
trailer,  planning  projects  in  the 
Northwest.  But  Nolan  Brister  is  an 
only  child  and  his  89-year-old  mother’s 
needs  helped  them  decide  to  limit  their 
involvement  to  Mississippi 

Paul  Harrell,  Brotherhood  depart¬ 
ment  director  had  asked  the  Bristers’ 
pastor,  Lannie  Wilboum,  of  Pine  Lake 
Church,  Rankin  County,  if  the  couple 
might  be  interested  in  helping  to  or¬ 
ganize  volunteer  information  and 
link-ups.  Wilboum  said  yes  and  Har¬ 
rell  invited  them  to  try  one  morning  a 
week.  After  a  month,  the  couple  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  indefinitely  and 
decided  one  morning  a  week  was  not 
enough.  Now  they  work  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays. 

What  they  are  doing  is  gathering  all 
the  possibilities  for  mission  service  for 
Mississippians  and  helping  volunteers 
make  connections  for  service. 


Church  to  reflect  the  aim  of  serving  the 
entire  community. 

Membership  dwindled  from  about 
200  to  the  present  15  families  who  now 
attend.  There  are  only  a  smattering  of 
blacks  in  attendance.  Much  of  the 
changes  in  attitude  of,  the  white  mem¬ 
bers  toward  blacks,  say  the  whites,  is 
due  to  one  black  couple.  Edgar  and 
Virginia  Marshall.  When  the  couple 
was  looking  for  a  home  in  Jackson  be¬ 
fore  moving  from  Chicago,  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
shall  saw  the  church  sign  which  said  it 
was  a  “Bible  believing-teaching 
church".  She  wrote  the  pastor  and  said 
they  were  looking  for  a  church  like  that 
close  to  their  home.  The  pastor,  then 
Cecil  Brasell,  welcomed  them,  she  re¬ 
called  with  opfn  arms.  At  that  point 
the  church  made  their  open  door  policy 
formal,  though  the  church  lost  a  few 
members  afterwards. 

Though  members  fell  away,  the  in¬ 
debtedness  which  began  as  $275,000  in 
1970,  did  not.  The  first  few  years  the 
church  only  paid  interest.  Now  the 
notes  on  the  interest  and  principal  are 
due  regularly.  The  church’s  pastor. 
Curtis  Burge,  is  only  part  time,  be¬ 
cause  of  tight  funds,  as  is  the  song 
leader,  Gil  Powell,  a  recent  music 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College. 

It  was  a  tight  go  last  year  when  the 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


April  of  a  struggling  Baptist  church  in 
Jackson  to  avoid  forfeiture  of  a  bond 
note. 

The  northwest  Jackson  church  was 
facing  the  spring  payment  of  the  prin- 
wiii  lead  ous  about  Peter’s  leg,  which  doctors  cipal  and  interest  on  a  bond  that  the 

say  could  still  suffer  permanent  ar-  church  had  barely  paid  up  on  in  1981. 

Seminar  ,  ^itis,  limited  growth,  or  both.  The  ad  resulted  in  a  pouple  of 

jau  Odllllldl  “I  would  hate  to  think  what  would  hundred  dollars  in  contributions  from 

have  happened  to  us  if  we  had  been  in  a  individuals,  but  was  not  the  solution 
“Gaining  Through  Losing”  a  book  strange  land  without  a  Christian  con-  the  church  needed.  Instead,  helpcame 
by  Evelyn  Christensen,  will  be  taught  nection,”  said  Gwen  the  day  before  she  from  the  Hinds-Madison  Baptist  As- 
by  the  author  during  a  seminar  June  26  and  the  boys  returned  to  Scotland.  sociation.  The  missions  and  executive 
at  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  "Hie  Foreign  Mission  Board,  where  committee  of  the  association  voted 

The  seminar  begins  at  9:30  a.m.  and  Dennison  met  with  staff  members,  unanimously  to  lend  the  church  $10,000 
concludes  at  3  that  afternoon.  Cost  is  provided  housing  during  the  family’s  to  be  paid  back  in  1986  after  the  bonds 
$7.50  per  person,  and  includes  lunch  extended  stay;  a  staff  member  lent  are  paid  off.  Now.  total  indebtedness  is 
Deadline  for  registration  is  June  12  them  a  car ;  and  staff  wives  and  church  only  about  $74,000  on  the  bond,  plus  the 
with  no  refunds  made  after  that  date,  groups  provided  meals  and  care  for  $10,000  from  the  association.  , 
Evelyn  Christensen  has  also  written  their  other  son,  Stephen,  6.  North  Jackson  Baptist  Church  was 

“WhatHappens  When  Women  Pray?”  Gwen  said  the  family  was  encour-  born  just  over  10  years  ago  as  Hanging 
and  "Lafd  Change  Me.”  She  leads  aged,  knowing  friends  in  Scotland,  Moss  Baptist  Church,  named  for  the 
prayer  conferences  across  the  country  Canada,  New  Jersey  and  the  street  it  occupies.  White  people  began 
and  lives  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Richmond  area  were  praying  for  moving  out  of  the  community  and 

Send  reservations'  to  Ethel  them.  black  peoplebegan  moving  in.  In  early 

McKeithen,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  The  hospital  staff  bent  regulations  to  1979.  the  church  formally  voted  to  ac- 
39205.  Make  checks  to  Woman’s  Mis-  move  Peter  into  a  private  room  so  she  cept  blacks  as  members.  And  in  Oc- 


m 


J^AGE  2  BAPTIST  RF.roRn 

^  rapup 


Thursday,  June  u  1932 


Historians  trace  SBC  growth 
from  site  of  earliest  church 


•  ,  i  1 

566  young  Baptists  show 
skills  in  Bible  knowledge 


t  HARLESTON,  S.  C.  (BP)— Southern  Baptist  historians 
traced  the  denomination's  rapid  expansion  from  its  (ear¬ 
nest  origins,  meeting  in  the  city  where  its  oldest  congrega¬ 
tion  is  celebrating  its  300th  birthday. 

South  Carolina  Baptists  and  Charleston’s  First  Baptist 
Church  must  be  given  an  important  place  in  those  begin- , 
nings  Robert  A  Baker  told  the  joint  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Historical  Commission  and  Society.! 

Baker,  retired  chairman  of  the  church  history  depart¬ 
ment  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary] jwas 
awarded  the  Historical  Commission’s  first  Distinguished 
Service  Award  for  longtime  contributions  to  Southern  (Bap¬ 
tist  history.  » 

He  noted  that  William.  Screven  “organized  a  Baptist 
church  in  Kittery  Maine,  on  Sept.  25. 1682.  and  that  hd-and 
his  church  migrated  to  South  Carolina  in  1696  Thebest 
evidence  reveals  that  Screvens  brought  his  church  to  Char¬ 
leston  in  the  fall  of  1696  where,  after  a  brief  period,  thq  old 
group  of  Baptists  around  Charleston  united  with.tthis 
church." 

The  South  Carolinians  established  preaching  points  and 
missions,  innovated  the  "associational  missionary  rriove- 
ment.”  and  made  strides  in  Christian  and  ministerial  edu¬ 
cation  In  fact,  the  Charleston  Association  "became!  the 
distictive  archetype  for  the  organization  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  1845.”  Baker  noted. 

J.  Glen  Clayton,  curator  of  the  South  Carolina  Baptist 
Historical  Collection,  said  it  isn’t  likely  that  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  today  would  rally  around  one  man,  “even  if  we!  had 
another  Richard  Furman  or  William  B  Johnson, ”|nwo 
early  leaders  in  South  Carolina  Baptist  history. 

Clayton  attributed  the  "cracking"  of  the  SBC  synthesis, 
to  stresses  in  the  cultural,  denominational  loyalty,  finan¬ 
cial.  creedal  and  theological  realms.  The  greatest  threat.  , 
he  added,  was  in  what  he  called  "ecumenical  fundamen¬ 
talism." 

•  The  evangelicals  are  trying  to  dupe  Baptists  into  tank¬ 
ing  that  there  are  no  differences  and  that  we  all  believe! the 
same  things.”  Clayton  asserted. 

In  the  area  of  the  Southern  Baptist  expansion,  growth  in 
the  South  from  1800-1914  can  be  attributed  to  several  fac¬ 
tors.  including  racism,  according  to  the  chairman  of  jAu- 


Book  thief  confesses 

NASHVl  1  LE.  Teijin.  1  BP )  —  Not  every  retail  store  can  claim  that  shoplifting  in 
merchandise  can  bring  good  into  the  life  of  a  thief,  put  a  Baptist  Book  Store 
somewhere  in  the  United  States  can  now  make  suchja  claim 
Recently  a  letter  of  confession,  accompanied  by^fjye  dollars,  arrived  at  the 
Arlington  1  Texas)  Mail  Order  Center 

-'•Several  months  ago  I  was  in  your  book  store.”  the  letter  began,  i  was  drunk, 
at  the  end  of  my  rotjd.  without  a  penny  to  my  name]!l  stole  a  paperback  book 
(  Tracks  of  a  Eelldw  Struggler”  by  John  Claypool  lifj 

I  am  in  the  process  of  making  right  some  wrongs  nji  my  life  and  need  to  send 
you  this  five  dollars  to  make  restitution  for  this  sin  jPlease  forgive  me.  even 
though  you  don’t  know  me.  Respectfully,  a  brother  ih  Christ." 

#  ?  Peru  Baptists  dmay  triple  .  , 

LIMA,  Peru  i  BP  (—Baptists  in  Peru  hope  to  triple  their  membership  and 
double  the  number  of  churches  by  1984  under  a  new  program  called  “Advance 
Misionero  Audaz-Tres."  1 

The  plan,  literally  “Bold  Mission  Thrust-3.”  is  similar  to  Southern  Baptists' 
own  Bold  Mission  Thrust,  which  is  intended  to  motivate  Southern  Baptists  tp 
share  the  gospel  with  every  person  in  the  world  by  the  year  2000.  The  Peruvian 
program’s  abbreviated  title.  AMA-3.  incorporates  the  Spanish  word  for  love, 
“ama."  q 

The  emphasis  is  on  discipleship  training  for  membere,  with  training  seminars 
being  held  across  the  country,  with  revivals  and  evangelistic  rallies  planned  in 
1983  as  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  training. 

The  convention  also  wants  to  double  the  number  of  missions,  preaching  points’ 
seminary  students,  pastors  and  national  missionaries  The  15.000-membership 
goal  is  realistic  since  attendance  in  the  56  Peruvian  Bdptist  churches  already  is 
double  the  4.016  members  reported  for  1981 


bum  University’s  history  department. 

J.  Wayne  Flynt,  who  won  the  commission’s  annual  Nor¬ 
man  W  Cox  Award  for  the  best  article  published  by  the 
agency  in  the  past  year,  said  Southern  Baptists  took  the 
cultural  position  on  critical  issues  such  as  race. 

"They  were  no  better  or  worse  than  the  Presbyterians, 
Methodists,  village  atheists,  Unitarians,  and  secular 
southern  intellectuals.”  Flynt  said.  "They  both  drew 
strength  from  their  culture  and  by  their  endorsement  rein¬ 
forced  and  deepened  its  racism." 

The  SBC  today  has  some  600  black  churches  affiliated 
and  more  than  200,000  black  Southern  Baptists  (based  on 
1980  figures). 

Other  factors  contributing  to  SBC  growth,  Flynt  noted, 
included  individualism,  an  appeal  to  the  common  man,  and 
revivalism.  Beyond  their  cultural  endorsements,  Flynt 
noted.  Southern  Baptists  worked  hard  to  win  converts,  with 
effective  results  .  they  (were)  well  served  by  bivoca- 
tional  ministers  and  the  ease  with  which  uneducated  men 
could  enter  the  ministry.” 

More  recently.  G.  Thomas  Halbrooks  pointed  to  a  1942 
decision  at  the  annual  SBC  meeting  in  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
to  admit  to  membership  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
of  California  as  the  point  where  Southern  Baptist  expan¬ 
sion  officially  began.  Fifteen  new  state  conventions  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  SBC  between  1941  and  1978,  the  professor 
noted. 

Bringing  the  cause  and  effect  of  growth  and  expansion  to 
the  present,  H.  Leon  McBeth,  chairman  of  the  commission 
and  of  the  Southwestern'Seminary  church  history  depart¬ 
ment,  declared  that  present  controversies  within  the  de¬ 
nomination  are  related  to  geographic  expansion. 

Such  controversies  have  centered  around  qharges  of 
liberalism  in  the  denomination,  over  scriptural  authority 
and  biblical  inerrancy  in  recent  years. 

Describing  the  geographic  expansion  of  the  SBC  as 
"healthy,”  McBeth  said  such  growth  requires  a  price  that 
must  be  paid  in  an  increase  of  tension. 

In  its  annual  meeting,  the  Historical  Commission  ap¬ 
proved  the  hiring  of  a  fulltime  communications  director, 
effective  Oct.  1,  recommended  a  proposed  1983-84  budgetof 
$453,500.  and  presented  awards  to  Baker  and  Flynt. 


Bus  fares  make 
timely  rise 

NEW  ORLEANS-As  of  June  1, 1982, 
the  bus  fares  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
were  increased.  Messengers  attending 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  will 
pay  30c  per  ride  on  the  Central  Busi¬ 
ness  District  1 CBD)  shuttle  which  runs 
from  the  Superdome  to  the  river  on 
Poydras  and  returns  to  the  Superdome 
up  Canal  Street,  passing  within  three 
blocks  of  all  hotels  in  the  downtown 
area  of  the  city. 

Exact  change  is  required,  without 
exception.  The  shuttle  runs  every 
eight  hiinutes  between  6:30  a.m.  and 
6: 15  p.m.  CBD  shuttles  run  the  route  in 


By  Robin  Nichols,  Consultant,  Church 
Training 

Five-hundred-sixty-six  young 
people  participated  in  the  1982  Youth 
State  Bible  Drills,  held  in  ten  locations 
throughout  Mississippi.  These  youths, 
plus  others  who  participated  in  associ¬ 
ational  and  church  drills  began  their 
memory  work  and  Bible  skill  prepara¬ 
tion  as  early  as  November,  1982.  These 
youths  learned  many  scriptures, 
learned  how  to  use  the  Bible,  and 
began  to  store  its  truths  in  their  hearts. 

The  1982  State  Youth  Bible  Drill 
took  place  on  May  8  at  Parkway  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Jackson,  after  ten  state 
finals.  Youths  qualified  for  the  Selec¬ 
tion  Tournament  by  attaining  only 
four  mistakes  or  less.  Ninety-one 


crest.  Marsha  Stovall,  Coldwater  Bap¬ 
tist,  Philadelphia,  in  Neshoba  Associa¬ 
tion,  was  selected  as  alternate. 

Other  youths  in  the  Final  Drill  will 
represent  the  Church  Training  De¬ 
partment  at  Gdlfshore  Baptist  As¬ 
sembly  during  the  “Youth  Disciple 
Conference,”  August  7-11.  Those 
young  people  are:  Jay  Harris,  Salem 
Heights  (Jones);  Allison  Oakes.  Cal¬ 
vary  (Hinds/ Madison);  Bartbara  Riv¬ 
ers  and  Loretta  Rivers.  Neshoba 
Church,  (Neshoba);  Todd  Russell. 
Petal  Harvey  (Lebanon);  Brandie 
Schwartz,  Lula  (Riverside);  and 
David  Sharp.  Coldwater  (Neshoba). 

The  Church  Training  Department 
has  announced  that  24  young  people 
received  6th  year  trophies.  This  repre- 
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After  four  hours  of  drilling,  ten 
finalists  were  judged  in  the  Final  Drill . 
Two  top  winners  were  selected  to  rep¬ 
resent  Mississippi  at  Ridgecrest  and 
Glorieta  Baptist  Conference  Centers 
during  the  Church  Training  Leader¬ 
ship  Conferences.  Speed  was  added  to 
accuracy  as  a  basis  for  judging  the 
Final  Drill. 

Melody  Nowell,  First  Baptist. 
Tunica,  Riverside  Association,  was 
selected  to  represent  Mississippi  at 
Glorieta.  Shannon  Bond,  Petal- 
Harvey  Baptist,  Lebanon  Association, 
will  represent  Mississippi  at  Ridge- 


Youth  Bible  Drills,  grades  7-12.  The 
following  young  people  received  a  6th 
year  trophy: 

Denise  Clayton,  Belden;  John  Wells, 
Big  Creek;  Nannette  Wallace, 
Brookhaven;  Rhonda  Freeman,  Ellis- 
ville;  Anne  Willis.  Ecru;  Samuel  M. 
Jackson,  Gloster;  Renee  Gilmore, 
Jacksoh;  Belynda  Kemp  and  Joe  Alan 
Clay,  Louisville;  Connie  McCubbin, 
Meridian;  Patricia  Murley,  Olive 
Branch;  Cassie  Blackwell  and  Carol 
Vogel,  Petal;  Carol  Parker  and  David 
Bridges.  Philadelphia;  Reed  Morren, 
Picayune;  Jenna  Sewell .  Harriet  Hale 
and  Vickie  Munn.  Pontotoc;  Sandra 
Johnson  and  Robin  Davenport, 
Tupelo;  Joel  Carriker,  Vardaman; 


. 

Shuttle  service 
set  for  SBC 


NEW  ORLEANS-Grayline  Tours 
will  operate  a  special  shuttle  bus  ser¬ 
vice  for  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
messengers  staying  in  hotels  and 
motels  outside  the  Central  Business 
District. 

These  buses  will  run  to  the  Super- 
dome  from  the  East  and  West  areas  of 
the  city.  Tuesday  through  Thursday. 
June  15-17,  beginning  at  7:15  a.m.  and 
continuing  until  10:30  p.m.  Coupons 
will  be  on  sale  at  a  booth  near  "Gate 
A”  next  to  the  convention  registration 
area.  They  will  cost  $4.00  per  day  or 
$10.00  for  three  days. 

Buses  will  run  approximately  every 
twenty  minutes  between  7:15  and  10:00 
a.m.  They  will  run  once  each  hour  be¬ 
tween  10:00  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.  They 
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both  directions.  T  will  begin  return  runs  at  8:30  p.m.; 

The  buses  can  be  caught  at  the  continuing  as  often  as  possible  and  as 
Superdome  outside  Gate  A  on  the  ac-  long  as  necessary  to  transport  mes- 
cess  road  beside  the  appropriate  bus  sengers  back  to  their  hotels.  Only 
stop  signs.  coupon  holders  can  ride  shuttles. 

Iii-out  can  be  promised 
but  space  is  not 


NEW  ORLEANS— Four  hundred 
parking  permits  (in-out)  have  been 
made  available  for  the  Superdome  to 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  messen¬ 
gers  on  a  first-come,  first-served 
basis. 

The  permit  (which  sells  for  $7.50)  is 
for  five  days.  June  13-17. 

It  does  not  guarantee  a  parking 
place  in  the  Southwest  Garage  of  the 


Garage  on  Girod  near  Claiborn. 

Otherwise,  parking  will  cost  $2.00, 
$2.50,  or  $3.00  each  time  an  automobile 
enters  the  lot,  depending  upon  which 
garage  is  used  and  the  time  of  day  the 
automobile  enters. 

The  permits  may  be  purchased  by 
mail  with  a  check  or  money  order 
made  out  to  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Association,  2222  Lakeshore 


This  is  the  First  Church,  Jackson,  group  touring  Knoxville. 

First,  Jackson  — ■  j 

youth  choirs  Yina 

hit  Knoxville  rjX 

The  Celebration  Singers  and  His  V1' 

Kids  choirs  of  First  Baptist  Church. 

Jackson.' are  on  tour  this  week,  June  Adams  60 j  A 

5-11.  They  were  to  perform  in  churches  Benton  10;  jBol 
in  Gadsden.  Ala.,  and  Cleveland,  Calhoun  24 ; i 
Tenn..  en  route  to  the  World’s  Fair  Carroll  noije  r 

While  in  Knoxville,  they  performed  at  Choctaw  39;  Cli 
the  downtown  Market  Square  Mall  ported;  Copiah 
Their  concert  consisted  of  popular  and  Covington  2 
patriotic  music,  plus  lots  of  cheoreog-  ported;  Georjge 
raphy  A  magic  show  was  presented  by  none  reported ;  ( 
Robert  Kovach,  a  10th  grader-  320; 

Both  choirs  are  under  the  direction  Hinds-Maldis 
of  Eva  (Mrs.  Frank  E.l  Hart.  Jr.,  Humphreys^; 
Music  Assistant,  and  pianist  at  First  ported;  Jackso 
Baptist  Church.  She  also  choreog.  Davis  7;  ] 

raphed  the  pop  show  Orchestrations  Jones  241  K< 
were  written  by  Lee  Poquette,  assis-  Lafayette  none 
tant  minister  of  music  media  at  First  reported;  Laud 
Church.  none  reported; 

After  completing  their  musical  per-  Lebanon  1[76; 
formances.  they  were  to  travel  to  Bir-  Lincoln  2;Loi 
mingham,  for  a  Christian  camp  ex-  Marshall  9;;jMi: 
pferience.  directed  by  Ron  Kurtz.  Monroe  ffl;  1 
minister  to  youth.  ported;  Nejiho 

A  large  church-wide  fellowship  is  none  reported ;  1 
being  planned  on  June  27th.  and  this  Northwest  81 
choir  will  be  performing  their  show  beha  13;  Panol 
Larry  Black  is  minister  of  music.  Earl  Perry  15 ;  Ftyne 
-  Craig  is  pastor.  Pontotoc  |5;  I 


Superdome,  but  it  guarantees  in-out  '  Drive,  New  Orleans.  Louisiana  70122, 
privileges  with  no  additional  parking  as  long  as  the  checks  are  received  be- 
charge,  if  space  is  available  in  the  SW  fore  June  11.  •  * 

Bogue  Chitto  breaks  ground 

BogueChitto  Indian  Baptist  Church,  sponsible  for  funding,  labor  and  con- 
New  Choctaw  Association,  will  have  struction  of  the  new  building, 
groundbreaking  for  its  new  building,  Also  speaking  will  be  Dolton  Hag- 
June  26  at  12:30  p.m.  gan,  missionary  to  the  Choctaws  and 

The  church,  16  miles  east  of  Charles  D.  Henry,  chairman  of  the 
Philadelphia  will  have  Golden  Mason  building  fund.  Music  will  be  led  by 
of  Mississippi  Campers  on  Mission  as  church  members, 
guest  speaker.  The  COM  group  is  re-  Homer  Gibson  is  pastor. 


Final  report:  o  FABULOUS  SUNDAYS 

Total  new1  Sunday  school  members  reported 


Coupons  will  be  sold  to  those  riding 
to  the  Superdome  on  Tuesday  morning 
at  the  time  they  get  off  the  bus  at  the 
Dome.  Each  messenger  must  buy  a 
one  day  or  a  three  day  coupon  at  that 
time.  Shuttles  and  the  hotels  served  by 
each  are  listed  below: 

Route  1  —  New  Orleans  East 
1st  Stop:  Ramada  Inn— 1-10  Service 
Road/Read  Blvd. 

2nd  Stop:  La  Quinta— 1-10  Service 
Road/ Crowder  Blvd. 

3rd  Stop:  New  Orleans  Travel 
Park— Chef  Menteur  High¬ 
way  Parc  D’Orleans— Chef 
Menteur  Highway 
4th  Stop:  Holiday  Inn  High  Rise- 
Chef  Menteur/ 1-10,  River- 
boat  Travel  Park,  Riviera 
Travel  Park  * 

5th  Stop:  EconO  Inn— Chef  Menteur 
6th  Stop:  Seminary  Parking  Lot 
(Gaylord’s)— Chef  Menteur 
Quality  Jnn  (Bel  Aire)  Park 
Plaza 

7th  Stop:  Howard  Johnson's— Old 
Gentilly  Road/I-10 
8th  Stop:  Superdome 
Route  2— Causeway  Boulevard 
(  West)  Pick-ups  Only  Twice 
Per  Hour,  7:15-10:00  a.m. 

1st  Stop.  Imperial  House— 1-10  Ser¬ 
vice  Road/Causeway 
2nd  Stop:  Landmark  Hotel— Off  1-10 
near  Causeway 

3rd  Stop:  Holiday  inn  Fat  City— 1-10 
Service  Road /Capse way 
4  th  Stop:  Gateway  Hotel— I- 
10/ Causeway 

5th Stop:  La  Quinta— 1-10/ Causeway 

6th  Stop:  Superdome 

Route  3— Williams  Boulevard 

(West) 

1st  Stop:  Howard  Johnson's— 

. Veterans  v  Memorial 
Boulevard/I-10 

2nd  Stop:  Travelodge  Airport— Vets 
Blvd. 

3rd  Stop.  Sheraton  Airport^Vets 
Blvd. 

4th  Stop:  Holiday  Inn  Airport— Vets 
Blvd. /Williams  * 

5th  Stop:  Days  Inn  Airport— Vets 
Blvd. 

6th  Stop:  Best  Western— Williams 
Blvd. 

7th  Stop:  Superdome 
Signs  will  be  posted  in  each  route 
hotel  near  the  desk  with  exact  pick-up 
times.  Flyers  will  be  available  at  the 
desk,  also.  ! 


Susan  Colene  Jones,  Walnut  Grove, 
and  Jill  Parish,  Weir. 

There  were  15  young  people  finish¬ 
ing  high  school  this  year  who  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  Bible  Drills  for  nine  years, 
grades  4-12.  These  young  people  re¬ 
ceived  a  plaque  on  which  their  names 
were  engraved.  These  were: 

Anne  Willis,  Ecru;  Jenna  Sewell, 
Pontotoc;  Robin  Davenport  and 
Sandra  Johnson,  Tupelo;  Carol  Vogel 
and  Cassie  Blackwell,  Petal;  Belynda 
Kemp  and  Joe  Alan  Clay,  Louisville; 
Connie  McCubbin,  Meridian,  Susan 
Colene  Jones,  Walnut  Grove;  Samuel 
Jackson,  Gloster;  David  Bridges  and 
Carol  Parker,  Philadelphia;  Renee 
Gilmore.  Jackson;  and  John  Wells, 
Big  Creek. 

Over  1700  children  and  youths  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  1982  Bible  Drills. 

Newton  gives  banquet 

The  Newton  County  Baptist  Church 
Training  program  honored  its  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  associational  Bible 
Drills  with  an  awards  banquet  May  25 
in  the  Family  Life  Center  of  Chunky 
Baptist  Church.  Each  participant  was 
given  an  individualized  trophy. 
Charles  Martin,  vice  president  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College,  was  guest  speaker. 

Of  the  34  boys  and  girls  receiving 
trophies  32  were  state  winners  and  two 
church  winners.  Terrell  Suggs,  pastor 
of  First  Baptist,  Union,  is  Newton  as¬ 
sociational  Church  Training  director. 
Mrs.  Gerald  Hodges,  Mt.  Vernon 
Church,  directed  the  Newton  County 
Bible  Drills  program. 


FMB  names 
special  med 
couple  to  Africa 

Thomas  and  Nancy  Gray  were 
'named  special  project  medical  work¬ 
ers  to  Nigeria  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  during  its  May  meeting  in 
Richmond,  Va. 

A  special  project  medical  worker  is 
a  physician,  'dentist,  nurse  or 
paramedic  who  volunteers  to  help 
meet  critical  needs  in  mission  loca¬ 
tions  overseas  for  one  year. 

Currently  a  resident  in  obstetrics 
and  gynecology  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee  Center  for  the  Health  Sci¬ 
ences,  Memphis.  Gray  will  work  as  a 
physician,  and  Mrs.  Gray  will  be  a 
church  and  home  worker. 

Born  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Gray  re- 

Knoxville,  and  the  doctor  of  medicine 
degree  from  the  University  of  Tennes¬ 
see  Center  for  the  Health  Sciences. 

Mrs.  Gray,  the  former  Nancy 
Matties  of  Sardis,  Miss.,  received  the 
associate  of  science  degree  from 
Northwest  Mississippi  Junior  College. 
Senatobia.  and  the  diploma  from 
Methodist  Hospital  School  of  Nursing, 
Memphis.  \ 

Lawrence  County 
crusade  results: 

74  conversions 

Seventy-four  professions  of  faith 
were  recorded  during  the  May  23-30 
Lawrence  Baptist  Association  i 
evangelistic  crusade.  Around  1,600  at¬ 
tended  the  final  service,  “which  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  largest  Christian 
gathering  ever  in  Lawrence  County,” 
reported  Garry  M.  Breland  of  Silver 
Creek. 

B.  Gray  Allison,  president,  Mid-  j 
America  Seminary,  Memphis,  was  I 
evangelist;  Jamall  Badry  of  Colorado 
Springs.  Colo.,  was  music  evangelist. 

Jimmy  Yarbrough,  New  Zion  pastor 
and  evangelism  chairman  for  the  as¬ 
sociation,  spoke  at  a  May  2  church 
rally;  Jay  Strack,  Florida  pastor, 
spoke  at  a  May  6  youth  rally.  Hubert 
Greer,  music  evangelist,  directed 
music  for  both  rallies. 


Adams  6oj  Alcorn  124;  Attala  34; 
Benton  10;  Bolivar  none  reported; 
Calhoun  24  ;j] 

Carroll  nope  reported ;  Chickasaw  4 ; 
Choctaw  39:  Clarke  55;  Clay  none  re-, 
ported;  Copiah  none  reported; 

Covington  2;  Franklin  none  re¬ 
ported  ;  Geotjge  nope  reported ;  Greene 
none  reported;  Grenada  3;  Gulf  Coast 
320; 

Hinds-Madison  328.  Holmes  22; 
Humphrey^ 3;  Itawamba  none  re¬ 
ported;  Jackson  149;  Jasper  8;  Jeff 
Davis  7 ;  T 

Jones  241  Kemper  none  reported; 
Lafayette  none  reported ;  Lamar  none 
reported;  Lauderdale  110;  Lawrence 
none  reported;  Leake  30; 

Lebanon  jj76;  Lee  172;  Leflore  21; 
Lincoln  2;  (Lowndes  37;  Marion  8; 
Marshall  9;;  Mississippi  33; 

Monroe  ffl;  Montgomery  none  re¬ 
ported;  Neshoba  14;  New  Choctaw 
none  reported ;  Newton  none  reported ; 

Northwest  86;  Noxubee  3;  Oktib¬ 
beha  13;  Pakiola  45;  Pearl  River  48; 
Perry  15;  PJke  67; 

Pontotoc  15;  Prentiss  15;  Quitman  4; 


Rankin  100;  Riverside  4?;  Scott  none 
reported;  Sharkey-Issaquena  none 
reported.  i 

Simpson  45;  Smith  5;  Sunflower  52; 
Tallahatchie  2;  Tippah  49; 


Tishomingo  5;  Union  27; 

Union  County  124;  Walthall  7;  War¬ 
ren  78;  Washington  85;  Wayne  1; 

Webster  6;  Winston  21;  Yalobusha  8; 
Yazoo  54.  Grand  Total:  3136. 


Taylor  of  Pascagoula 
will  be  an  SBC  page 


Voice  of  Calvary  plans 
2nd  international  meet 


’  JACKSON— Jubilee  ’82,  Voice  of 
Calvary  Ministries’  second  interna¬ 
tional  conference,  is  scheduled  for 
July  8-11  on  the  campus  of  Belhaven 
College  in  Jackson. 

Voice  of  Calvary  Ministries  is  a 
Christian  community  development 
organization  which  works  primarily  in 
areas  of  need  in  Mississippi. 

Major  addresses  will  be  given  by  a 
number  of  well  known  evangelical 
leaders  including  John  Perkins,  An¬ 
thony  Compolo,  Anthony  Evans. 
Catherine  Meeks,  Tom  Skinner,  Bruce 
Thielemann  and  Lemuel  Tucker. 


Small  group  workshops  will  study 
specific  areas  of  need,  from  the 
spiritual  health  of  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  worker,  to  the  financial  feasi¬ 
bility  of  starting  people  serving 
businesses  in  the  poor  community. 

Registration  fee  for  JUBILEE  ’82  is 
$35  for  individuals,  $60  for  married 
couples  and  $25  per  person  for  groups 
of  five  or  more  from  the  same  church 
or  organization.  Housing  and  meals 
are  extra. 

For  more  information,  contact  VOC, 
JUBILEE  ’82, 1655  St.  Charles  Street, 
Jackson.  Miss.,  phone  (601)  353-1635. 


David  Taylor,  member  of  Arlington 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  Pascagoula, 
has  been  chosen  to  serve  as  a  page  at 
the  Southern  Bap- 
tist  Convention 
meeting  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  He  will  rep¬ 
resent  Hoyal  Am¬ 
bassadors  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

David’s  Royal 
Ambassador  work 
Taylor  started  in  the  first 
grade  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church 
Newburgh.  N.Y.,  where  his  father  was 
pastor.  He  continued  his  RA  work  at 
Calvary,  Greenville,  Miss.,  and  now  at 
Arlington  Heights.  This  year  marks 
his  11th  in  RA  work. 

Qualifications  for  serving  as  page 
include  the  completion  of  two  out  of 
five  Ambassador  Service  Aids  of  the 
Royal  Ambassador  program.  Each 


division  requires  at  least  150  hours  of 
service. 

David  has  completed  three  of  ser¬ 
vice  aid  divisions:  education,  ministry 
and  worship.  He  has  participated  in 
activities  such  as  working  with  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir,  serving  in  mission  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  Schools,  assisting  in  Big  A 
Club,  participating  in  the  church’s  vis¬ 
itation  program,  leading  in  a  before¬ 
school  prayer  meeting  at  the  local  high 
school,  participating  in  the  drama 
“Her  Lengthened  Shadow,”  and  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  music  program  of  the 
church  through  instrumental  work 
and  vocal  solos. 

One  highlight  of  his  service  aid  work 
was  a  week  with  others  from  Arlington 
Heights  at  the  Rachel  Sims  Mission  in 
New  Orleans  leading  in  Bible  school. 

•  Eddie  Cotten  is  David’s  RA  coun¬ 
selor,  Wayne  Baswell  RA  committee 
chairman;  Jim  Dalrymple,  minister 
of  education/administration.  David’s 
father,  Howard  Taylor,  is  his  pastor. 


i 


are  meet  planned 
church  staffers 


Thursday,  June  10,  1882 
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All  staff 
churches  in  I 

c®nference  July  5-7  at 
C.ulfshorc  Baptist  Assembly. 

Bible  study  leader  will  be  Frank 
otagg  senior  professor  of  New  Testa¬ 
ment  Studies  at  Southern  Seminary 
Special  music  will  be  brought  by 


Jerry  and  Carol  Aultman.  He  is  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  piano  and  theory  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  She  teaches 
voice  and  piano  at  the  University  of 


New  Orleans. 

Reggie  '  McDonough,  associate 
executive  secretary  of  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  will  be  a  principal 
speaker  fof  the  conference. 

McDonough  will  talk  on  effective 
management,  dynamic  leadership,  ef¬ 
fective  ehilrch  planning,  and  “a  chal¬ 
lenging  mission.” 

Clifton  Perkins  and  Dan  Hall  of  the 
Convention  Board  staff  will  also  be  on 
program.  Perkins,  who  directs  the 
Church-Minister  Relations  depart¬ 
ment,  will  discuss  “What  to  do  when 
the  going  gets  tough,”  and  Hall,  who 
directs  the  Church  Music  department, 
will  be  sonjj  leader. 

This  conference,  entitled  the  Pas- 
tor/Church  Staff  Conference,  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  department,  Leon 
Emery,  director.  It  begins  at  3:30 
Monday  afternoon.  July  5.  and  con¬ 
cludes  at  4  p.m.,  July  7. 

Special  interest  sessions  will  be  held 
for  the  following  groups:  kindergar¬ 
ten  /day caseworkers ;  pastors,  minis¬ 
ters  of  education  and  of  youth:  minis¬ 
ters’  wives;  recreation  workers;  and 
secretaries. 

For  reservations,  write  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly,  Henderson  Point, 
Pass  Christian.  Miss  ,  39571.  For  each 
reservation,  send  a  deposit  of  $15. 


Mike  Ray,  minister  of  music.  Juniper 


Missionaries  who  participated  on  program  for  the  BYW  Conference  (left  to  right) 
R.  T  Buckley.  Fran  Buckley,  Bangladesh.  Fran  (Mrs.  Paul)  Vandercook,  Gulfport. 


Sheryl  Churchill,  national  BYW  con-»  Gjove  Baptist  Church.  Poplarville.  di- 
sultant,  WMU,  SBC,  led  the  Bible  study,  rected  the  music. 


McDonough 


Baptist  Young  Women  encamp 


As  100  young 


basis  of  study,  saying  that  "we  musti 
trust  and  wait  for  the  Lord  in  every! 
situation.” 

R.  T.  and  Fran  Buckley,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Bangladesh,  challenged 
each  young  woman  to  wait  in  faith  for- 
the  Lord  to  do  great  things  in  their 
lives  for  him. 

Specific  missionary  prayer  requests! 
were  given  by  Mrs.  Buckley  and  Fran| 
(Mrs.  Paul)  Vandercook.  home  mis  ) 
sionary,  Gulfport.  Directing  times  of! 
prayer  were  Baptist  Young  Women 
from  North  Columbia  and  First,  Moss 
Point.  Specific  requests  were  given  sc  ' 
that  each  young  woman  could  continue 
to  pray  long  after  the  conference  con  , 
eluded. 

Encounters  on  Saturday  allowed  the  * 
BYWs  to  improve  their  skills  in  sup, 
domestic  hunger  also  are  up,  with  port  of  missions  through  prayer,  misf 

sion  study,  mission  action,  basic  BYW) 
1982,  compared  to  $19,000  for  "the  same  information,  and  opportunities  of  go,  { 

ing.  These  Encounters  were  led  by  Ei 
leen  Burge,  Gulfport;  Elaine  Rhodes  !'! 

Fran  Vandercook  j. 
Gulfport;  Sheryl  Churchill;  and  R  T  j 
and  Fran  Buckley. 

Mike  Ray,  minister  of  music  at 
irleans  area  Baptists  Juniper  Grove  Baptist  Church.  Pop[ 
larville,  directed  the  .music  and  led  nji 
special  music.  He  was  assisted  at  th(> 
piano  by  Melissia  Eubanks. 

This  first  BYW  Conference  wa ;  i 
sponsored  by  Mississippi  Woman' ; 
Missionary  Union  and  directed  b £ 


mem  irom  snaring  in  activities  pian-  tne  enure  weekend  in  the  Bible  study,  in  the  Bible  study  Friday 
ned  for  the  first  state  BYW  Conference  music  and  missionary  challenges,  day.  She  used  Isaiah  43: 

Hunger  benefit  performance 
slated  during  SBC  sessions 


Jerry  and  Carol  Aultman 


the  syndicated  television  program  million,  a  $350,000  increase  above 
“Hee  Haw.”  Clawson,  voted  gospel  first-quarter  offerings  for  the  record 

music’s  top  female  vocalist  at  the  1981  giving  year  of  1980,  according  to 

Dove  Awards  ceremony  for  the  second  SEEDS  spokesman  Andy  Loving.  Giv- 
consecutive  year,  also  won  a  Grammy  ing  could  approach  $7  million  by  year’s 
in  February.  ( Miss  Clawson  will  sing  end,  he  predicted.  SBC  World  Hunger 
at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night  Day  is  Oct.  10. 
in  Jackson,  Aug.  13.)  Home  Mission  Board  receipts  for 

Ken  Sehested,  director  of  program 

for  SEEDS,  reported  all  donations  $45,489  received  in  the  first  quarter  of 
from  the  concert  will  go  to  the  hunger  1982,  compared  to  $19,000  for  the  same 
relief  funds  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  period  in  1981,  and  $2,881  ih  1980. 

Mission  Boards  of  the  Southern  Bap-  Free  transportation  from  the  Super- 
list  Convention.  The  artists  have  dome  will  be  provided  to  the  concert.  Poplarville 
agreed  to  donate  their  time  and  travel  Buses  will  shuttle  back  and  forth  ap- 
expenses.  proximately  every  20  minutes. 

First-quarter  receipts  for  1982  to  the  An  earlier  co/icert  is  scheduled  at  7 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  hunger  relief  p.m.  for  New 
anddisasterresponsehavetotaled$1.4  and  is  open  to  the  public 


Church  Training  Week 
has  special  ed  dept. 

»IJ  Lftha,m-  BaP-  The  retreat  will  feature  training  fc 
t  Sunday  School  Board  staff  mem-  church  elected  workers  in  Churc 
rs,  have  been  enlisted  as  part  of  the  Training,  Wilt  training  group  men' 
acuity  for  the  Church  Training  Lead-  bers.  and  parents  and  workers  wit 
ership  Retreat  at  Gulfshore.  August  mentally  (retarded.  A  Special  Educa 
**'”•  tion  department  will  also  be  included 

Smith  is  a  consultant  in  the  growth  Worship  periods  each  morning  am 
section  of  the  Church  Training  De-  evening  highlight  the  retreat.  De 


tiviu  requires  insurance 
for  overseas  volunteers 


vim/u  a nu  UIICUICU  Ui  2 

Marilyn  Hopkins.  BYW  consultant)  !. 
"The  good  response  to  such  a  meeting  |J 
at  Gulfshore  and  the  southern  part  dr  i|j 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— A  mandat¬ 
ory  insurance  package  for  all  volun¬ 
teers  going  oversees  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board. 

Effective  May  1,  for  those  beginning 
the  volunteer  application  process,  the 
package  includes  $100,000  accidental 
death  and  dismemberment;  disability 
income  of  $250  to  $1 ,000  per  month,  de¬ 
pending  upon  duration  and  cause  of 
disability,  and  $2,500  property  insur¬ 
ance  per  family  unit. 

For  volunteers  who  will  be  overseas 
less  than  six  months,  the  package  in¬ 
cludes  medical  coverage  of  $1,500  ac¬ 
cident  and  $1,250  illness  per  incident, 
with  $50  deductible.  More  extensive 
medical  coverage,  available  through 
the  Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board,  is 
required  for  long-term  volunteers.  ,. 

Cost  varies  according  to  length  of 
service. 

Three  volunteers  have  suffered  dis¬ 


abling  injuries  or  illness  during  the 
past  two  years,  with  two  occurring  in 
recent  months. 


the  state,  will  make  this  conference  ah  j 
annual  event,”  said  Miss  Hopkins,  j1  f 


Homecomings 


Latham  Smith 

partment  at  the  board  in  Nashville  and 
Latham  coordinates  all  editorial  ser¬ 
vice?,  related  tq  adult  materials  for  the 
Church  Training  department.  At 
Gulfshore  Glenn  Smith  will  lead  the 
conference  for  General  Officers  and 
Bill  Latham  will  conduct  the  training 
for  adult  training  group  members, 
officers,  and  leaders. 

Leading  the  worship  services  during 
the  retreat  will  be  Bill  Baker  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bill  Bacon,  all  of  whom  are 
staff  members  at  First,  Clinton. 


Linn  Church  (Sunflower): 
homecoming  June  20;  Marvin  Bibb, 
director  of  missions.  Calhoun  County, 
speaker  at  the  morning  service;  Mrs. 
Edna  Lovett  to  be  honored  in  afternoon 
service;  covered  dish  lunch  to  be 
served  at  the  church.  . 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 


•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishjngs  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

EVERYTHING  FOR  ^BTTffJTTJrr 
THE  M  HOOI. 

AM)  (111  KOI 


Rehoboth,  Rankin  County;  June  13.. 
Johnny  Wei  born  and  the  New  Life  Sin¬ 
gers  will  be  guests.  Lunch  at  noon. 


Plymouth,  Lowndes  County :  June  13 
with  former  pastor  Herbert  Shepherd 
preaching  at  11.  Dinner  on  grounds  at 
12 :30.  Gospel  singing  at  1 :30  featuring 
The  Countryrhen  Quartet.  No  evening 
services  that  day.  James  R.  Hutcher¬ 
son,  pastor. 


Quality  World’s  Fair  Housing 
For  $12.00  Per  Night 


Revival  Dates 


Sleep  up  to  10  in  comfort  for  $120.00  per  night,  if  reservation  confirmed  by 
June  30th.  Perfect  for  church  groups,  family  reunions,  or  friends  traveling 
together.  Mossy  Creek  Park  is  located  In  Jefferson  City,  Tennessee,  home  of 
Carson- Newman  College,  Is  28  miles  from  Fair  on  four  lane  US11E.  Park  is 
owned  and  operated  by  local  Chevrolet  dealer. 

Housing  consists  of  14x60  brand  new  mobile  homes,  fully  air  conditioned, 
two  large  bedrooms  with  two  double  sofa  beds,  two  full  baths.  Home  Is 
compartmentalized  for  privacy.  Daily  maid  service.  Five  restaurants  within 
two  blocks.  Parking  accommodates  20  buses.  Transportation  available 


Pleasant  Hill,  Richton  (Greene): 
June  20-25;  David  Briscoe.  First,  Mc¬ 
Lain,  evangelist;  11  a  m.  Sunday;  din¬ 
ner  in  the  fellowship  area  Sunday,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  afternoon  service;  at  7 :3p 
p.m.  Mon.-Fri.;  B.  J.  Hudson,  pastor. 


New  Montpelier,  Clay  County:  be¬ 
gins  June)  13:  preaching  will  be  Tru¬ 
man  Lee  Granger,  missionary  to 
French-speaking  people  in  Louisiana; 
Bruce  Hardy  will  lead  singing;  ser¬ 
vices  at  11  a  m.  and  7  p.m.  on  Sunday 
and  7:30j  p.m.  each  night  Monday 
through  Friday.  Frank  Childress  is 
pastor. 


Parkhill  Church,  Jackson:  26th 
church  anniversary  Sunday,  June. 13; 
11  a  m.  worship  service;  covered-dish 
dinner  in  Fellowship  Hall;  "special 
time",of  singing  in  afternoon;  no  even¬ 
ing  service;  James  C.  Edwards,  pas¬ 
tor. 


Witness  training 
has  more  openings 
for  September  meet 


Johns  Church  (Rankin):  June  13-18; 
Leo  Thames,  evangelist;  and  Mrs 
Richard  Sparks,  song  leader  and 
pianist;  W.  J.  Murray,  pastor;  ser¬ 
vices  Sunday  11  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m. 
with  dinner  at  the  church;  week  night 
services  at  7:30. 


hourly  to  and  from  Fair. 

_  HIGH  QUALITY  COMBINED  WITH  LOW  PRICE  SELLS  ANYTHING.  The 
response  to  our  previous  ad  has  been  tremendous  so  we’ve  decided  to 
continue  our  10%  discount  off  our  regular  low  price  of  $150.00  until  the  Fair 
ends.  AS  AN  ADDED  INCENTIVE  FOR  EARLY  REGISTRATIONS,  WE  RE 
GIVING  AN  EXTRA  10%  DISCOUNT  FOR  A  TOTAL  OF  20%  DISCOUNT  OFF 
OUR  LOW  REGULAR  PRICE  OF  $150.00  AS  LONG  AS  SPACE  LASTS.  THIS 
EXTRA  10%  WILL  BE  FOR  REGISTRATIONS  MADE  AND  CONFIRMED  WITH 
PAYMENT  BY  JUNE  30th.  THE  REGISTRATIONS  MAY  BE  FOR  ANY  MONTH  I* 
THROUGH  OCTOBER,  BUT  MUST  BE  PAYMENT  CONFIRMED  BY  JUNE  30th 


Twenty  slots  are  still  open  for  Con¬ 
tinuing  Witness  Training  ( CWT )  at  the 
Sept.  6-9  conference  in  Jackson  at  Col¬ 
onial  Heights  Baptist  Church.  Atten¬ 
dance  will  be  limited  to  60  people  and 
there  is  a  $75  tuition  fee. 

The  conference,  a  joint  operation  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  Evangelism  department  and 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  the 
first  CWT  meeting  in  Mississippi 
Those  successfully  completing  the 
conference  will  be  certified  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board.  CWT  involves 
Indian  Springs  (Perry):  homecom-  the  use  of  a  memorized  model  presen¬ 
ts  June  6;  Sunday  School  at  10;  wor-  tation  of  the  plan  of  salvation, 
ship  service  at  10:45  a  m.;  James  Strong  prayer  support  and  a  follow- 
Shoemake,  pastor,  to  preach  at  11:30  up  program  are  also  features  of  this 
a  m.;  dinner  on  the  grounds;  special  witness  training.  Interested  pastors 
music  morning  and  afternoon  by  Ward  should  contact  the  Evangelism  de- 
Hurt  and  his  group  and  the  Kinfolk.  partment  in  Jackson. 


County  Line  ( Rankin ) :  homecoming 
June  13;  morning  service  at  10:45,  with 
T.  W.  Henderson,  pastor,  bringing  the 
message;  rd inner  on  the  ground;  fel¬ 
lowship  and  singing  in  the  afternoon; 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

people  of  the  community  as 
an  effective  means  of  wit¬ 
nessing  for  Christ.  Continu¬ 
ation  of  some  of  the  projects 
on  an  ongoing  basis  is  now 
beinjg  explored. 

And  it  bears  repeating 
that  members  of  Temple 
Baptist  Church  through  this 
experience  have  recon-, 
firnied  that  it  can,  indeed, 
be  "more  blessed  to  give 
thait  to  receive.” 

(McCoy  is  a  member  qf 
Temple  and  a  staffer  with 
the|  Hattiesburg  Ameri- 
cam)  j  • 


offering  to  go  to  the  cemetery  fund 


Progress  (Pike):  July  18-23;  Sunday 
at  11a.m.  and  1  p.m. ;  during  week  at  7 
p.m. ;  Terry  Blair,  pastor.  East  Union, 
evangelist;  Billy  Ray  Simmons,  pas¬ 
tor.  leading  music. 


-  —  —  -  v  —  •  •  mi.iv  I  WlYrinmtl/  0  I  JUI1L  OUlll 

TO  GET  THE  20%  DISCOUNT.  THIS  OFFER  GOOD  ONLY  SO  LONG  AS  SPACE 
LASTS.  I 

Call  L.  H.  Tarr  at  615-475-3838  for  reservations,  or  | 
write  P.  O.  Box  512,  Jefferson  City,  TN  37760. 


Shubuta  (Clarke):  homecoming 
June  13;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
morning  worship,  11;  lunch  served  in 
U.  C.  Wells  Ahnex,  at  12:15;  Avery 
Jones,  pastor. 


Lowrey  Creek  Church,  Seminary.- 
July  25-30;  T.  D.  Traylor,  Oakland 
Grove,  evangelist;  Thomas  Balch, 
minister  of  music.  Bethlehem,  song 
leader;  homecoming  July  25  with  Sun¬ 
day  School  at  10  a.m.,  worship  service 
at  11,  lunch  served  at  noon,  afternoon 
service,  and  evening  service  at  7:30 


Medicare  Supplement 


Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn't  pay. 

Benefits  start  from  first  day  (Optional)  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 


Benefits  For 

Hospital  entrance  fees  Bloo 

Doctors  fees  Amt 

Private  room  expense  Nun 

Registered  nurse  Exte 


For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157  703  Hi-Way  SO  West 

Clinton,  MS  39056  i 

(601)924-1119 

Age_, — 


Medical / dental  fellowship 


Kathy  and  John  McNair,  missionaries  to  Uruguay  who  will  be  working  with 
medical  students  there,  presented  special  music  during  the  meeting  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Jackson,  which  was  the  initial  gathering  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical/Dental  Fellowship.  Five  purposes  for  tf|^  fellowship  were  detailed:  to 
provide  Christian,  professional  fellowship:  to  promote  a  relationship  to  Jesus 
Christ:  to  provide  missions  support;  to  provide  aj  continuing  education;  and  to 
provide  college  scholarships  for  missionary  children.  The  David  Vanlandingham 
Scholarship  Fund  has  been  established  for  this  purpose.  Vanlandingham,  a  de¬ 
ceased  Jackson  physician,  was  once  president  of  the  national  medical/dental 
fellowship.  *  i  J  , 


John  Bowlin,  a  surgeon  ol  Tupelo, 
was  a  speaker  during  the  initial  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical/ 
Dental  Fellowship  in  Jackson.  As  a 
short-term  volunteer  in  medical  mis¬ 
sions  Bowlin  served  at  the  Baptist  hos¬ 
pital  in  Bangalore.  India,  for  three 
weeks  during  March  and  April.  He  as¬ 
sisted  missionary  physician  Rebekah 
Naylor  during  his  volunteer  service. 


Name 


Street 
City  . 
Phone 


I Udmwilirn  l>\  <  >ld  SoiithiTM  J.ijr  ln>m 


IHv  Co  Montgr HllfM  \l,t 


Thursday,  June  19. 
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Editorials  . 


with  the  Ballot 


Prayer  for  the  convention 


I  URGE  PAYEES 
FOE  ALL  IN  HIGH 
OFFICE  .^UCHPEAYEE 
15  RIGHT  AMD 
APPROVED  BY  GOD.  ^ 
/  r/M.  2*3  A 

'£#*■*}  l 


regarding  a  far-flung  operation.  Can 
we  expect  the  Lord  to  bless  our  ef¬ 
forts?  Not  unless  we  humble  ourselves 


convention. 

“This  is  an  effort  that  could  mean  a 
great  deal  if  Sunday  School  teachers 
and  pastors  all  over  the  state  would 
call  their  classes  and  their  congrega¬ 
tions  to  prayer  for  this  year’s  conven¬ 
tion,”  Causey  said.  , 

He  suggested  that  special  attention 
could  be  given  to  the  election  of  offic¬ 
ers  for  the  convention.  For  the  last 
several  years,  the  election  of  conven¬ 
tion  officers  has  been  a  point  of  tension 

among  some  Southern  Baptists.  __  _ 

Surely  Causey  is  right.  Southern  guidance  and  then  follow  "that  gui 
Baptists  have  many  decisions  to  make  dance  when  it  comes. 


A  call  to  prayer  this  Sunday  by  Mis-  vice-president.  Jack  Taylor,  to  de- 

sissippi  Baptist  churches  for  the  velop  it.  Taylor  selected  coordinators 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  next  for  each  state  and  asked  Causey  to  be 

week  in  New  Orleans  has  been  raised  the  Mississippi  worker.  This  year 
by  Bill  Causey,  SBC  prayer  coor-  Smith  asked  Taylor  to  repeat  his  as- 
dinator  in  Mississippi.  signment  of  last  year,  though  Taylor  is 

Causey,  pastor  of  Parkway  Baptist  no  longer  vice-president;  and  Taylor 
Church,  Jackson,  and  a  former  presi-  also  asked  Causey  to  carry  on  again 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  this  year  as  last  year, 
tion.  is  serving  in  his  second  year  in  Though  it  is  not  a  nationwide  promo- 
this  prayer  endeavor  initiated  by  SBC  tion  for  this  Sunday.  Causey  is  suggest; 
president  Bailey  Smith.  ing  that  those  Mississippi  Baptist 

Smith  called  for  this  prayer  effort  churches  which  feel  so  disposed  could 
last  year  before  the  Los  Angeles  con-  render  a  valuable  service  for  Southern 
vention.  and  he  asked  the  then  first  Baptists  by  engaging  in  prayer  for  the 


opinion 


A  second  look 


the  Sunday  School  teachers  get  their  Bible  must  be  the  whole  standard 
theological  convictions?  I  suggest  one  which  governs  our  faith  and  practice, 
check  to  see  how  many  writers  of  Sun-  Others  are  saying  “no”  because  we 
day  School  literature  are  not  products  don’t  know  what  the  whole  Bible  is, 
of  our  seminaries.  Lord  help  us  if  the  therefore,  we  must  have  an  open- 
seminaries  and  pastors  are  making  ended  standard  to  allow  usj  to  “.  . . 
only  a  one  percent  contribution  to  the  mold  those  beliefs  in  directions  we  be- 
churches.  lieve  to  be  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Local  church  autonomy 

What  is  said  irrthis  section  is  techni-  editorial  declares  that  we  can 

cally  true.  However,  practically  . t  .s  ,it  but  we  can  disintegrate.  This 

not.  A  church  not  supporting  must  pay  £  believes  that  if  thf  situation 
the  price.  A  pastor  of  a  non-supporting  as  it  j  the  Southern  B  tlst 

church  is  not  accepted  in  full  fellow-  Convention  wiI1  get  d  mto  aP  ir. 
ship.  The  church  is  not  held  in  the  same  reversible  state  0f  inte7nal  conflict. 
regard  as  a  church  such  as  1  pastor.  ,.How  cajl  tw0  pe0pie  walk  together 
THe  changes  made  to  committee  re-  unless  they  agree  ”  Amos 3:3.  It Lems 
ports  in  Los  Angeles  demonstrate  my  to  me  thai  no  agreernent  is  likely.  How 

Pom  can  two  people,  one  who  says  the  Bible 

...  ta,  ,n.a  .,  .  is  inerrant  and  the  other  says  the  Bible 

The  eddona  defines  the  priesthood  fa  ant  find  agreement?  What  our 

of  the  believer  thus.  "But  it  means  that  convention  leadership  has  suggested, 
each  of  us  is  responsible  for  our  own  u  seems  to  me  is  that  these  tWo  le 
concepts  as  we  mold  those  beliefs  in  shou)d  on  disagreeing,  but  walking 
directions  we  be heve  to  be  ed  by  the  t  theBr  However,  this  is  a  funda- 
^ySp.nt.  Is  the  circumference  of  m*ntal  disagreement,  not  a  secondary 
this  doctrine  so  broad?  One  needs  on  y  Qne  This  |e6ads  me  to  my  conclusion 
to  listen  to  some  o  the  things  people  that  even  missions  will  mt  ..mend  the 
say  the  Holy  Spirit  has  told  them  to  fence  ..  Therefore  ,  fear  that  a  split  or 
become  skeptical  of  such  a  statement  ,arge  scale  withdrawal  of  a  ,arg€ 

3S»  *  '  n  .l'  .  ..  number  of  churches  is  inevitable  dur 

Actually  this  may  represent  the  .  this  decade. 

problem  plaguing  our  convention  in 

principle,  if  not  in  particular.  It  seems  J.  Roy  McComb  is  pastor  of  First 
that  some  are 


6ther  denominations  in 


By  J.  Roy  McComb  to  remember 

I  simply  want  to  respond  to  some  of  the  past  30  years. )  It  seems  to  this  wri- 
e  statements  in  the  editorial  of  June  ter  that  missions  is  a  consequence  of 
1962.  as  I  understand  what  was  said,  some  basic  convictions,  not  the  cause, 
lurely .  I  may  have  misunderstood . )  I  Denominational  employees 

)  so  in  love  and  brotherhood.  In  the  defense  0f  denominational 

Love  employees  thje  editorial  said.  ".  . 

Does  love  make  a  difference?  It  cer-  generally  they  are  not  involved  other 
inly  does.  I  Corinthians  13  makes  than  in  the  carrying  out  of  what  they 
is  emphatically  clear.  Yet.  a  ques-  feel  to  be  their  responsibility.  If  by 
>n  comes  to  mind.  Does  love  preclude  this  is  meant  they  do  rlbt  have  an  opin- 
sagreement?  If  one  Christiah  dis-  ion.  and  if  they  did  they  would  remain 
;rees  with  another,  do  they  not  love?  silent,  that  is  wrong  on  both  accounts. 
Ceep  in  mind  a  disagreement  is  not  Anyway,  who  expects  them  not  to  have 

le  way.  )  Surely  disagreement  does  an  opinion  of  to  be  quiet  about  it. 
>t  preclude  love,  nor  love  preclude  Perhaps,  they  have  more  at  stake  than 
sagreement.  If  so,  Jesus,  Paul.  Bar-  anyone  else, 
ibas.  Peter,  and  many  others  were  No,  a„  exposed 

veless  It  seems  that  we  need  to  be  Th)s  6f  lhe  edltonai  is,most  in- 
ireful  of  accusing  any  disagreeing  testing.  It  ^ld  ...  .  99  percent  of 
llow  Baptist  of  lovelessness.  We  need  Southern  Ba  ptjsts  don't  assimilate 
avoid  putting  each  other  m  astrait  the)r  theologica,  coopts  from  the* 
cket.  even  if  we  call  it  love.  ve  students  of  any  seminary  professors 
>es  not  confine,  but  liberates  but  rather  from  the  thousands  of  dedi- 

Missions  cated  and  consecrated  Sunday  School 

Throughout  the  debate  of  the  past  teachers  who  work  with  them  from 
vo  or  three  years,  missions  has  be-  their  infancy.!’  This  seems  to  have 
>me  the  line  of  defense.  This  raises  a  said  two  things.  One.  seminaries 
lestion  about  missions.  If  one  is  for  aren’t  very  important  in  the  practical 
lissions.  does  that  relegate  most  life  of  the  church.  Two.  pastors  have 
Jier  matters  to  a  position  of  unimpor-  little  influence  on  their  people, 
nice?  If  almost  all  else  becomes  un-  theologically.  This  statement  may  be 
nportant.  how  long  will  missions  be  more  right  than  wrong,  but  it  is  not  as 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Down  by  the  riverside 

On  May  30,  Wr  D.  and  I  ate  “dinner  version  was  picked  up  by  Baptist 
on  the  grounds”  at  Riverside  Baptist  Press  and  printed  in  the  Texas, 
Church,  a  little  way  from  the  Pearl  Louisiana.  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  In- 
River  at  Monticello,  and  stayed  f6r  the  diana.  Missouri  Baptist  state  papers, 
dedication  service  at  2.  The  new  '  . 

sanctuary,  kitchen,  classrooms,  and  ,  Under  the  encouragement  of  George 
offices  were  built  by  a  lot  of  volun-  ^  director  of  missions  for  Lawr- 
leers,  including  the  pastor.  J.  W.  ence  County  the  buildmg  had  already 

Baker  and  his  wife  Martha.  ^  S  JdfrXtTchu'Ses™^ 


Last  August  I  interviewed 
Baker,  who  had  recovered  from  brain 
surgery  and  almost  total  blindness, 
and  I  wrote  a  story  for  the  Record, 
“Pastor’s  sight  restored;  ‘de^d’ 
church  comes  alive.”  A  condensed 


saying  that  the  whole 


opinion 


Simultaneous  revivals 


traditional  results.  History  is  also  fil-  $gl 

led  with  monuments  and  relics  where  '  ^ 

people  and  institutions  refused  to  ^  \-  '  ’  ’ 

change  Business  as  usual,  in  light  of  ,  h  "W  n  >  r 

present  day  needs,  is  a  sure  neglect  of  >  f  _/k‘  f>.  -  ,u 

opportunities.  <'*»-’  '*  • 

The  simultaneous  revival  is  not  the  A  Riverside  quart,et  sang  On  the  Jericho  Road,"  accompanied  by  Enos  Jackson 
ultimate  but  it  is  a  good  way  for  an  on  the  guitar  and  Donna  Davis  Baker  at  the  Piano.  They  were  Ruth  Jackson,  James 
association  of  churches  to  make  an  Nations,  Netta  Nations,  and  Woodrow  Boutwell. 
impact.  Write  the  Evangelism  De- 
Box 

<>n  -*■  A 


spiration.  the  people 
happy. 

Every  association  is 


By  Guy  Henderson  Wide  publicityj  through  the  radio,  tele- 

Can  we  not  do  better  on  our  own?  vision,  newspapers,  and  concentrated 
Why  all  the  preparation  for  the  whole  visitation  will  make  it  known  over  the 
area  when  we  can  plan  the  revival  and  area.  r  ' 

be  through  with  it?  Perhaps  you  can;  Pastors  and  members  will  seek  a 
not  all  churches  can  experience  a  con-  high  degree  of  cooperation  and  reap 
sistent  revival  or  evangelism  program  vast  benefits  from  the  cooperation, 
by  themselves.  Separate  coals  of  fire  Pastorless  churches  will  want  to  join 
will  give  off  some  heat,  but  getthem  all  in.  Bi-vocational  pastors  will  be  en- 
together  and  people  will  notice  the  fire,  couraged  as  fellowship  comes  to  the 

A  Simultaneous  Crusade  is  a  forefront  and;  soul-winning  is  interv 
concerted  effort.  All  churches  are  sified. 

doing  the  same  thing  at  the  same  time,  It’s  so  easy  to  gossip  and  nit-pick 
It  is  church-centered  with  all  agencies  when  nothing  big  is  going  on  in  a 
and  departments  involved.  It  church.  Ther£  is  no  vision  and  the 
strengthens  the  local  church  work,  people  are  perishing  or  being  scat- 
The  simultaneous  effort  will  command  tered.  Where  there  are  clear  objec- 
attention  from  saints  and  sinners,  tives  and  goafs,  inspiration  and  per- 


and  promote  *  simultaneous- revival 

effort  in  the  spring  of  1983.  Your  as¬ 
sociation  will  need  to  decide  this  fall 
and  get  the  Steering  Committee  cho¬ 
sen.  (* 

History  records  that  simultaneous 
meetings  will  reach  people,  insure  re¬ 
sults.  and  place  the  evangelistic  ef¬ 
forts  of  a  church  in  a  paramount  posi¬ 
tion.  Revival  is  a  must  for  this  genera¬ 
tion;  we’ve  gone  too  long  without  one. 

We  are  so  busy  picking  up  our  little 

spiritual  coins  and  have  forgotterf  why  Guy  Henderson  is  director  of  the 
the  tables  were  overturned  in  the  be-  Evangelism  Department  of  the  Mis- 
ginning.  Revival  by  tradition  will  yield  sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Elzy  Buchanan, 
chairman  of  the 
building  commit¬ 
tee,  led  the  closing 
prayer. 


All  the  Bakers'  children  were  present  for  the  service  — 
Michael  and  Danny  Baker  of  Monticello.  Myra  White,  right,  of 
Newton,  and  Debbie  Smith,  left,  of  Florida.  A  new  trailer  has 
been  bought  as  pastorium. 


Association  lends  to  church 

/ . 

having  financial  trouble 


New  encyclopedia 
volume  published 


( Continued  from  page  1 ) 

church  came  up  about  $3,000  short  of 
the  note.  It  borrowed  that  money  on  a 
short  term  loan.  It  had  asked  the 
Hinds-Madison  association  for  help  in 
1961,  but  the  association  was  in  arrears 
several  thousand  at  the  time.  This 
year,  when  the  need  rose  again,  the 
association  borrowed  the  money  for 


NASHVILLE— Volume  IV  of  the  derstand  the  denomination. 
Encyclopedia  of  Southern  Baptists  is  Articles  center  on  the  Southern  Bap- 

the  culmination  of  three  years  work  tist  Convention,  its  agencies,  state 
involving  800  writers  who  submitted  conventions  and  their  work,  associa- 
more  than  1.200  articles  related  to  sig-  tions  and  several  special  areas  includ- 
nificant  Southern  Baptist  matters  ing  Bible,  chijirch  administration,  re- 
from  the  last  decade.  ligious  education,  pastoral  care,  study 

Some  of  the  topics  covered  in  the  and  research,  stewardship  and  theol- 
new  book  include  para-church  groups  ogy.  i> 

and  Southern  Baptists;  changing  Statistical  summaries  on  the  South- 
emphases  in  Southern  Baptist  preach-  ern  Baptist  Convention,  each  state 
ing;  directions  in  home  and  foreign  convention.  Emission  offerings  and  re¬ 
missions;  controversies  about  the  Bi-  lief  and  annuity  benefits  also  appear  in 
ble;  and  the  charismatic  movement  the  volume.  [ 
and  Southern  Baptists.  An  editorial  committee  chaired  by 

Lynn  May,  executive  director  of  the  Robert  J.  Drtn,  editor  and  curriculum 
Southern  Baptist  Historical  Commis-  specialist  at  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
sion.  is  the  managing  editor  of  the  set  editorial  policies  and  helped  plan 
Broadman  book,  which  should  aid  the  project.  Steve  Bond,  chief  editor  of 
church  staff  members  and  Southern  Broadman  products  department,  and 
Baptist  church  members  to  better  un-  Charles  W.  Dfeweese,  director  of  edito¬ 
rial  services^  of  the  Historical  Com- 
The  Baptist  Record  rmssion,  were  associate  editors  of  Vol- 

I ISSN-0005-5778)  -  The  Encyclopedia  of  Southern  Bap- 

515  Mississippi  Street  *jsts’  Volume  IV  is  available  in  Baptist 

530  Book  Stores  and  will  be  available  at 

Jackson  Miss  39806  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 

_  Editor  New  Orleans.  . 


-p ^  y  0*1  some  goou  leautriMiip.  i  ICCI  uicic 

Bennett,  omith  potential  there 

This  summer  the  association, 
ov»/~l  Yrviin  rr  through  its  Christian  social  ministries 

dHU  ±  UUIlg  director,  David  Myers,  will  help  the 

•  :  church  with  Vacation  Bible  School. 

(Continued  from  page  1)  pjrst  Church,  Jackson,  pastor  Earl 

Smith  said-  both  views  should  be  Craig  recently  led  a  revival  there. 

ffif  Tf  °Pt!T  wilf'not^teadi  Members  who  attended  a  ce.ebra- 

creationism.  he  said,  they  should  at  Z 

least  teach  evolution  as  theory  ‘formly  reflected  a  feeling  of  op- 

“If  I  send  my  kids  to  public  schools,”  tir?,is5n  . 

Young  said,  “I  would  hope  that  their  •  M!ke  Jo"eS’  3  ph°ne  .cor"pany 
beliefs  in  God  and  the  Bible  would  be  employee  who  came  a  couple  of  years 
honored,  but  they’re  not.”  ag° atthe mv.Ut.onoffr  ends  sadthe 

Smith  said  the  Bible  is  opposed  to  chur<,h  n?,embers  haS  really  pulled 
ordaining  women  to  preach ,  since  they  together 

have  different  roles  and*respon-  Ricky  Maddox  and  Rufus  Moore 
sibilities  from  men.  “A  wonijn  would  both  said  that  they  see  “nothing  but 
never  be  higher  than  the  place  where  growth"  for  the  church.  They  also 
God  put  her,  to  rear  children  and  raise  noted  that  they  believe  “The  Lord  sent 
them  according  to  the  word  of  God.”  <  Curtis  Burge)  here  for  a  purpose.”  A 
he  said.  divorcee,  Burge  was  without  a  perma- 

Bennett  said  the  35  to  50  women  now  nent  pastorate, 
ordained  indicate  other  Baptists  may  -The  first  time  Curtis  Burge  came  to 

favor  women’s  ordination.  preach.”  said  Rufus  Moore,  “I  saw  a 

Much  of  the  two-hour  discussion  de-  man  with  a  greater  desire  to  preach 
scribed  Southern  Baptist  mission  ,ef-  than  I  had  seen  in  a  long  time.” 
forts.  They  disputed  Abernathy’s  The  church  is  looking  at  ways  to  at- 
suggestion  that  foreign  missions  is  a  tract  community  interest  by  such  ac- 
form  of  colonialization,  since  the  tivities  as  fish-frys  and  a  flea  market. 
SBC’s  indigenous  approach  to  mis-  Members  are  studying  the  book  “The 
sions  relies  on  the  people  of  each  coun-  Local  Church  in  Ministry,”  by  Bill 
try  to  build  churches.  Pinson.  “The  idea  is  to  lay  a  founda- 

Bennett  said  the  biggest  hindrances  tion  to  thinking  of  ministry  we  feel  led 


statement 


means  “praise  the  Lord.”  The  listener  fa 
will  likely  be  terrified  by  the  traffic,  m 
enchanted  by  the  music,  (and  * 
charmed  by  the  snake  charmers)  in  « 
the  journey  with  Johnny  to  the  Taj  :  jl 
Mahal.  Golden  Temple  of  Amritzar.  ;  1  * 
and  other  famous  places.  |  'jl 

Side  One  was  recorded  in  the  studio  t 

re-  of  a  Christian  broadcasting  station  in  ,  1 
Ahmdabad.  India.  Side  two  presents,  If 
live,  a  worship  service  in  India.  Au-  |  j 


JOHNNY  GOES  TO  INDIA  (Tape 
recording,  $5,  order  from  Molly  Fair- 
child,  P.  O.  Box  188,  Moselle,  Miss. 

39459).  “Johnny  the  Baptist,”  a  ven¬ 
triloquist’s  dummy,  went  to  India  with 
his  “tour  guide,”  Molly  Fairchild, 
whom  he  calls  Aunt  Molly,  and  her 
husband,  Elven.  The  Fairchilds, 
evangelists  from  Moselle,  Miss 
cently  conducted  crusades  in  various 
sections  of  India.  Johnny  saw  India 
from  a  somewhat  different  viewpoint 
than  the  ordinary  tourists,  and  his  ob-  India.  Mrs.  Fairchild  said,  “Tradi-  fi, 
servations  were  recorded.  The  listener  tional  Biblical  ways  of  worship  are  ijj|i 
is  likely  to  find  this  recording  enter-  practiced.”  A  real  trip  to  India  costs  :ji 
taining  and  funny,  as  well  as  educa-  around  $1,500,  so  Johnny’s  $5  tour  'U 
tional  and  inspirational,  as  Johnny  takes  listeners  for  considerably  less! 
talks  about  the  fascinating  land  of  This  tape  would  be  of  interest  to  chil- 
“bells,  smells,  and  yells.”  Johnny  dren  or  adults,  for  a  program  or  fra-  • 
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THE  30  X  60  MULTI-PURPOSE  BUILDING  for  Jones  County  Junior  College  BSU  is 
becoming  a  reality  because  of  the  hard  work  of  men  from  churches  and  associations 
of  an  eight-county  area.  One  recent  Saturday  27  men,  pictured  from  Perry  County, 
donated  their  day  to  put  up  wall?  and  add  the  roof. 

Springdale  Baptist  Church  (Attala) 
had  a  Mother’s  Day  service  honoring 
five  young  mothers  and  their  fiabies: 

Mrs.  Hely  Meyers  and  Joshua;  ‘Mrs. 

Allen  McDaniel  and  Jeremy;  Mrs. 

George  Dodd  and  Eric;  Mrs.  Frankie 
Hughes  and  Martha  Lynn;  and  Mrs, 

Sam  Brunt  and  Matthew.  The  church 
gave  each  baby  a  yellow  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  The  pastor  is  S.  W.  Davis,  Jr. 


AUTHORS  WANTED 
BY  N.  Y.  PUBUSHER 


Leading  utbatdy  book  publisher  seek*  manuscript* 
of  all  hpn:  fiction,  non-firimn,  poetry,  scientific, 
acholarlv  and  religtou*  work*,  etc.  New  author*  wel¬ 
comed  For  tn-f  booklet,  write: 

VANTAGE.  HHISS,  Inc. 

SI*  W  VI  St.,  |)epl.  Jl  ,  New  Vork  10001 


TWENTY-TWO  BOYS  participated  in  a  Royal  Ambassador  recognition 


. mission  in  Pontotoc  has  been  organized,  sponsored  by  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Pontotoc.  The  mobile  chapel  provided  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  was  placed  on  a  two-acre  plot  purchased  by  First  Baptist  Church.  The 
church  has  called  Bob  Deline  as  rnission  pastor.  The  mission,  begun  in  September, 
'981.  averaged  50  in  Sunday  School  during  April, 


service  at 

First  Baptist  Church,  Kosciusko,  on  May  19.  Many  awards  were  given  to  the  boys, 
including. age  group  achievements  and  camperaft  awards.  The  Crusader  Chapter 
contributed  $528.72  to  the  pavilion  fund  for  Central  Hills  Baptist  Assembly  as  one  of 


their  projects  this  year. 


STALNECKER 
OPEN  HOUSE 

New  Orleans 
Hyatt  Regency 

June  14,  15, 16 
10  p.m.  to  12  midnight 

Featuring 

Stalneckers  &  guest  singers 

ALL  CONVENTIONERS 
WELCOME 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
'  •  Pews  •  Classroom 


Chancel 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


The  WMU  OF  NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LEE  COUNTY,  used  as  visual  incen¬ 
tive  for  this  year's  Annie  Armstrong  Offering  "Fruits.”  Each  piece  of  fruit  had  a 
monetary  value.  Children  as  well  as  adults  gave.  Total  offering  was  $688.00,  which 
went  over  the  goal!  Pictured  are  officers  of  New  Hope  WMU.  From  left:  Mrs.  Jackie 
Webb,  Diane  Qjark,  Pat  Christian,  Lyndle  Davis,  pastor,  Jane  Hinson,  Lisa  Timmons, 
Janet  Clark,  and  Betty  Upton.  {  V 


Lloyds  honored  on 


anniversary 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prtefr.  binding  and  atyla  to  moot  ovary 
nood  Quality  workmanship  guarantoad 
Writ#  for  iHuatratod  prtco  foldor 

"Internationally  knoun  specialist*" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

box  30S-C  —  Groan  wood.  Mias  31930 


The  second  semester  graduation  George  Tucker,  member  of  Wood- 
service  for  Baptist  Bible  Institute  land  Hills  Church,  Jackson,  has  been 
Graceville,  Fla.  was  held  May  21  at  selected  as  the  outstanding  worker- 
First  Baptist  Church,  Dothan.  Ala.  of-the-year  by  the  Mississippi  Council 
One  Mississippiajt,  Richard  King  of  for  the  Blind.  Tucker  was  honored  with 
Vicksburg,  was  among  the  graduates,  a  banquet  on  Saturday,  May  15.  He  is 
He  received  the  bachelor  of  ministry  active  in  all  areas  of  the  church  life, 
degree  in  Biblical;  studies.  especially  the  choif. 

R.  Raymond  Lloyd,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Starkville:,  and  his  wife  Greta 
were  guests  of  honor  at  a  reception 
given  by  the  church  members  Sunday, 

May  30.  from  2.30|to  4  p.m.  The  occa¬ 
sion  marked  the  Lloyds’  tenth  an¬ 
niversary  of  service  at  First, 

Starkville.  j 

Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Mill  Valley. 

Calif.,  graduated  74  students  during  Michael  D.  Chute,  managing  editor 
spring,  fommeniement  'June  4.,  ofj, Word  and  Way,  newspaper  of  the 
Speaker  for  the  ceremony  was  Jimmy  Missouri  Baptist  Convention,  and  his 
R.  Allen,  president.  Southern  Baptist  wife,  Katherine,  have  joined  Midwest- 
Radio  and  Television  Commission,  ern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  as 
One  Mississippian  was  among  the  consultants  of  public  relations.  The 
graduates.  He  was  Clarence  Leonard  seminary  also  named  Ray  H.  Kesner 
Sullivan,  III,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  to  the  new  position  of  director  of  the 
Sullivan  of  Tupelo.  He  was  awarded  office  of  denominational  services  and 
the  master  of  divinpty.  degree.  He  is  a  alumni  affairs.  The  Chutes  have  been 
graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  College.  approved  for  missionary  appointment 

to  Brazil  and  are  scheduled  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  in  September.  They  are  enrol- 
"  dri .  _  S  led  by  Midwestern  preparing  for  mis- 

sion  service.  Mrs.  Chute  is  a  graduate 
h  l  I  of  William  Carey  College  and  South- 
jj  *•  west  Missouri  State  University.  Chute 

:  •  is  a  graduate  of  Missouri  Baptist  Col- 

^  WJ  |  x  lege  and  Oklahoma  Baptist  Universi- 

"  f  ty-  Kesner  has  been  pastor  of  Tower 

/  View  Baptist  Church  in  Kansas  City 

A  since  1976. 


Westview  Baptist  Church  (Hinds- 
Madison  Association),  Jackson,  or¬ 
dained  Robert  L.  (Bob)  McNamee  to 
the  gospel  ministry,  Sunday  evening^ 
May  16.  He  is  minister  of  music  and 
youth  at  Westview.  The  ordination 
sermon  and  charge  were  delivered  by 
Pastor  Joe  L.  Hasson. 


STAN  TUCKER,  above,  a  member  of 
Harrisville  Baptist  Church  of  Simpson 
Association,  has  written  an  original 
drama  entitled  "John  the  Baptist"  The 
drama  was  premiered  recently  at  Hand- 
sboro  Baptist  Church  in  Gulf|9ort.  On 
May  30  at  7  p.m  lusfrf* >f?jen le d  the 
drama  in  his  own  chW  W*  Brniville  He 
will  make  the  presentation  before  other 
churches orgroups that  would  desirait. 


Mississippi 
Valley  Gas 
•  Company 

The  Clean  Energy  People 


BOLIVAR  ASSOCIATIONAL  BROTHERHOOD  sponsored  a  Baptist  MerVBoys 
Run-A-Thon  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Hill  pavilion  project.  There  were  23  men  and 
boys  who  participated  in  various  events.  A  much  larger  group  of  parents  and  other 
spectators  were  present.  Eleven  received  trophies  for  placing  first  in  events.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  run,  a  pionlc  featured  aprog<fmbased  on  state  home  mission  emphasis  Qdis 
Henderson  is  director  of  missions. 


Pianos 

Steinway  ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
Organs 

Allen . Hammond 

Gufyiransen  .  .  .  Wurlitzer 
'  Complete  Music  Department 
-  Free  Delivery 
*  We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 

f/vooclicitij  tana  iK  auA« 

University  Mall  at  Hardy  Street 
Hattiesburg  1 601 1  264-2220 


Staff  changes 


Tim  Nicholas,  associate  editor  of  the 
Baptist  Record ,  has  been  named  to  the 
first  edition  of  "Who’s  Nobody  in 
America,’’  published  by  Holt. 
Rinehart.  Winston.  One  other  Missis¬ 
sippian  i  a  Baptist  pastor )  was  named 
to  the  book,  but  was  listed  as  residing 
in  Missouri  (typical  of  the  way 
nobodies  are  treated ) .  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  awaits  permission  to  use  his 
name  in  connection  with  this  dubious 


Army  calls  Ruleville  pastor 


A.  M.  “Sonny”  Moore,  pastor  at 
Ruleville  Baptist  Church  and  Blaine 
Baptist  Church  for  six  years,  has  gone 
into  active  duty  with  the  Army.  He 
will  serve  as  chaplain  for  the  First  In¬ 
fantry  Division  of  the  Sixth  Army  at 
Ft.  Riley,  Kan.  His  new  duty  station 
will  be  Normandy  Chapel  at  Ft.  Riley. 

Moore  has  served  two  years  as  chap¬ 
lain  in  the  Mississippi  National  Guard 
at  Senatobia.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  for  the  past  five  years.  His 
former  pastorates  included  Pass 
Road,  Gulfport;  Tillatobia;  and  Paul 
Church, 


Oakland  Church,  Corinth,  has  called 
William  L.  Owens  as  pastor.  A 
graduate  of  Southern  Technical  Insti¬ 
tute,  Marietta.  Ga..  he  holds  master  of 
divinity  and  Th.D.  degrees  from 
Luther  Rice  Seminary.  He  com^s  from 
Woodlawn  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C.. 
He  and  his  wife  Mary  Anne  have  a 
married  son  and  a  grandson.  Before 
entering  the  ministry,  Owens  worked 
as  an  industrial  engineer.  During  sub¬ 
sequent  years  as  pastor,  he  has  also 
taught  college-level  courses,  estab¬ 
lished  a  school  of  theology,  and  helped 
found  the  Christos  Society  for  Biblical 
Exposition.  t 

Donald  N.  Bozeman  has  accepted 
the  pastorate  of  Southside  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  Hinds  County.  He  is 
moving  from  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson.  La.  and  will  bqgin  new  duties 
June  20. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Batesville, 
has  called  Mike  Barham  as  bi- 
vocational  minister  of  music  and 
youth.  A  native  of  Bolivar,  Tenn.  he  is 
employed  by  Tennessee  Gas  Trans¬ 
mission  Company  as  accountant.  He 
earned  degrees  from  Jackson  State 
Community  College  and  Belmont  Col¬ 
lege,  Nashville,  and  attended  Union 
University.  Barham  goes  from  Ecru 
Church.  Pontotoc  County.  Floyd  F. 
Higginbotham  is  Calvary  pastor.  , 

*  j  •  .  f 

23  more  beds 

MEMPHIS— Baptist  Memorial 
Hospital  East  opened  23  more  beds  in 
its  obstetrical  unit  on  Sunday,  May  9, 
increasing  the  number  of  obstetrics, 
beds  to  95  and  the  total  number  of  .op¬ 
erational  beds  to  407  at  the  facility  lo¬ 
cated  at  6019  Walnut  Grove  Road. 

The  hospital  is  one  of  three  units,  of 
Baptist  Memorial  in  Memphis,  all 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Baptist 
Conventions  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi 
and  Arkansas.  -  ; 


Clifford 


Albert  Bush  and  George 
have  been  ordained  as  deacons  in  the 
Blaine  Baptist  Church.  Sunflower 
County  . They  recently  led  the  church  in 
a  remodeling  program  of  the  building 
and  grounds. 


World’s  Fair  Lodging 

Reasonable  rates.  One  and 
two  bedroom  furnished  apart¬ 
ments.  Accommodations  for  4 
to  34.  Eight  miles  from  fair. 
Phone  (615)  693-9406. 


Tallahatchie  County 


Chaplain  Melvin  Ehrlich,  and  his  wife, 
Linda,  of  Jackson,  llvere  among  41  per¬ 
sons  commissioned  at  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board's  spring  orientation  confer¬ 
ence  and  endorsing  service  in  Atlanta. 
Ehrlich  serves  Mississippi  Baptist  Medi¬ 
cal  Center.  (HMB  Photo)  j 


Bill  Duncan  will  begin  work  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Booneville,  June 
20.  He  goes  from  a  pastorate  in 
Louisiana.  He  was  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Long  Beach,  Miss.,  before 
moving  to  Louisiana. 


WORLD  S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 

of  FIBERGLASS 

CHURCH  wODUCTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 

•  BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

•  BAPTISTRY  HEATERS  TjI 


Church  Pew  Cushions:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian. 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
($01)  693-4451. 


Judge  Benny  Wade,  ordained  Bap¬ 
tist  minister,  is  available  for  revivals, 
for  assisting  churches  in  establishing 
an  outreach  program,  and  for  counsel¬ 
ing.'  His  ministry  in  outreach 
evangelism  is  foedsed  on,  but  not  li¬ 
mited  to,  the  handicapped  and  elderly. 
Wade  said,  "Being  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  for  tht  past  35  years,  I 
realize  the  physical  and  spiritual 
needs  of  the  handicapped.”  His  home 
address  is  3408  Ldnell  Lane,  Pearl, 
Miss.  39206  (phone 939-6567 ).j 

Danny  Wayne  Bullock  of  Dumas  and 
David  Alan  Hawkins  of  Clinton  were 
among  the  more  than  200  graduates  at 
recent  commencement  exercises  at 
Southeastern  Seminary.  Both  re¬ 
ceived  the  Master  of  Divinity  degree. 


Gene  Hendrix,  minister  of  education 
at  First  Church,  Clinton,  has  resigned 
to  become  minister  of  education  at 
First  Church,  West  Monroe,  La.  He 
begins  work  there  June  23. 


Write  lor  tree  ' 
CQior,  brochure 


ROBERT  H.  JACKSON,  right,  pastor, 
First  Baptist,  Brandon,  delivered  the 
baccalaureate  address  May  22  to  741 
graduating  seniors  at  Samford  Univer¬ 
sity.  Birmingham,  Ala.  His  daughter, 
Jeannece,  left,  received  a  bachelor  of 
science  degree  during  the  commence¬ 
ment  exercises.  Her  brother  Robbie  is  a 
sophomore  at  Samford.  Jackson  urged 
the  seniors  to  "never  give  up,"  because 
persons  in  need,  "for  whom  you  are  re¬ 
sponsible  in  this  life,  are  dependent 
upon  your  persevering  faith  and  faith¬ 
fulness." 


WORLD’S  FAIR  LODGING— 
reasonable  rates.  One  and  two  bed¬ 
room  furnished  apartments;  18 
miles  from  fair.  Filmore  and  ’Cita 
Harris  Strunk,  108  Middlebury 
Road,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37830;  phone 
1815  )  482-3812. 


Lodging  and  meals 
Church  and  school  groups 

for  the 

1982  WORLD’S  FAIR 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 
May  -  October  1982 
at  a  price  any  church  can  afford 

Write  oi*  call 
Sanford  Gray 
,  Box  900 
Sweetwater,  TN  37874 
-  Tel.  615-337-7187 


James  T.  Dykes,  director  of  bands  at 
East  Central  Junior  College  and 
minister  of  music  at  Clarke-Venable 
Memorial  Baptist 
Church  in  Decatur 
J has  resigned  both 
WS  positions  to  enter 

f  **  yVjW  Southwestern  Bap- 

\  .si  Worth,  Texas  in  the 
W  fall-  He  will  be 

working  toward  a 
Dykes  degree  in  church 
music  and  religious  education. 

He  received  a  bachelor  of  music 
education  degree  in  instrumental 
music  from  Mississippi  College  and 
master’s  degree  in  music  education 
from  Mississippi  State  University. 


WORLD’S  FAIR— Lakeside  2-story 
home  30  minutes  away.  For  a  vaca¬ 
tion  to  remember,  beautiful  se¬ 
cluded  rustic  home  on  Douglas 
Lake.  Many  luxuries  including  4 
bedrooms,  2  baths,  living  room,  di¬ 
ning  room,  kitchen.  Fully  fur¬ 
nished.  Great  room,  screened 
porch,  pptio,  view  of  water  and 
Great  Smoky  Mountains.  Private 
concrete  boat  launching  and  dock. 
Rowboat  furnished.  Swimming, 
skiing,  fishing.  References  fur¬ 
nished.  Phone  615-584-4735. 


J.  Richard  Hurt  of  Clinton  was  re¬ 
cently  named  assistant  dean  for 
academic  affairs  for  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  School  of  Law 

f  in  Jackson.  He  will 
[replace  Joseph  A. 
Sinclitico  who  will 
continue  to  teach 
full-time  as  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  visiting 
professor  of  law. 

Hurt  joined  the 
Mississippi  College 
Hart  law  faculty  in 
January,  1980,  after  receiving  the 
Juris  Doctor  degree  from  Baylor  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Hurt  is  married  to  the  former  Jan 
Jones  of  New  Albany  and  is  the  son  of 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Hurt  of 
Cleveland.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton. 


Parker  dedicates 
fellowship  hall 


WORLD’S  FAIR  RENTALS— 
12  miles  from  fair.  2  and  3  bedroom. 
1  and  2  bath  mobile  homes,  fur¬ 
nished  including  linens,  dishes, 
pots,  coffee  pot.  *45  to  *75  day.  Cou¬ 
ples  may  share.  Pay  5  days  «th  and 
7th  free.  Special  rates  to  church 
groups.  Full  hook-up  R.V.  sites  *15 
day.  More  information  Jackson 
(681)  372-6744;  reservations  Knox¬ 
ville  (6151  687-1848  or  945-3548. 


'  The  new  fellowship  hall  at  Parker 
Baptist  Church,  Calhoun  County,  was 
dedicated  May  23.  Marvin  Bibb,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions,  brought  the  morning 
message.  Afterwards,  a  fellowship 
meal  was  served  to  members  and  the 
special  guests  including  many  men 
and  their  families  fhom  other  churches 
in  the  association  who  help  build  the 
new  addition. 

Billy  Hill,  pastor,  presented  to  the 
church  an  engraved  plaque  that  he  had 
made  with  a  roll  of  dtose  members  who 
had  contributed  in  any  way  to  the 
Building  Fund.  The  members  expres¬ 
sed  their  appreciation  by  a  standing 
ovation. 


Mt.  Nebo  marks  centennial 


will  be  David  Sellers,  pastor.  Magnolia 
Street,  Laurel;  Music  will  be  led  by 
Ricky  Munn.  formerly  of  Meridian, 
now  music  minister.  First,  Grenada. 
Other  singers  will  include  Mrs.  Verma 
Dean  Wilson,  Mr&^Juana  Rogers,  Mrs. 
Shirley  Pierod'foncfe  the  Sunshine  Trio 
on  WTOK);(and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H. 


Mt.  Nebo  Baptist  Church,  Rt.  1,  Col¬ 
linsville,  will  hold  a  homecoming  cen¬ 
tennial  celebration  on  June  27. 

The  church  was  organized  in  1882  in 
a  rural  community  called  Battlefield. 
Men  of  the  community  cut  logs  and 
built  the  church.  The  present  building 
was  constructed  after  the  previous  one 


FOR  SALE-1966  Chevrolet  48 
PASSENGER  CHURCH  BUS. 
Good  condition.  *1,888.88.  Mount 
Vernon  Baptist  Church,  Meridian, 


Dann  Stampley,  missionary  to 
Ghana,  has  completed  furlough  and 
returned  to  the  field  (address:  Box 
9232  Airport,  Accra,  Ghana.  She  is  a 
native  of  Bentonia. 


Pilgrim,  forrtter  pastor,  and  his  wife. 

Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
grounds,  according  to  Charles  Davis, 
pastor. 


burned  in  1973. 

Services  will  begin  June  27  at  10a.m. 
and  continue  all  day  Special  speaker 


V _ j  Baptist  Church, 

(681)  485-8248;  Edwin 
(601)  483-3878. 


|  Vt  214  657  6522 

'  Bo*  210  Henderson  Texas  75652 
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Knoxville  World’s  Fair  includes 
Christian  witness  by  Baptists 


David 


s  returp  to  power 


of  PowerSource  and  the  media  presen¬ 
tation. 

Strolling  clowns  and  puppet  teams  in 
wagons  will  tour  the  grounds  to  attract 
visitors  to  the  paviflion,  already  cent¬ 
rally  located. 

A  Christian  flag  adorns  the  pavillion 
roof,  visible  from  the  Sunsphere,  the 
outstanding  structural  feature  at  the 
fair.  The  flag  was  shown  on  national 
television  during  opening  festivities 
and  television  commentators  iden¬ 
tified  the  International  Court  of  Flags 
where  Reagan  and  dignitaries  spoke, 
as  “next  to  the  Baptist  Pavillion.” 

A  carillon,  with  a  large  clock,  SBC 
logo  and  cross  at  the  top,  was  erected 
in  the  waning  hours  before  opening 
day.  It  chimes  the  hour,  and  plays 
hymns  during  the  day.  The  Baptist 
carillon  closed  opening  day  festivities 
with  a  hymn  and  chimes. 

(Jameson  is  BP  Feature  editor.) 


Preceding  the  performances  of 
PowerSource  is  a  powerful  slide- 
sound  presentation  “The  Word  Is  .  . . 

Energy.”  Primarily  written  and  pro¬ 
duced  by  Wayne  Grinstead  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Home  Mission  Board,  the  produc¬ 
tion,  using  16  slide  projectors,  moves 
quickly  from  man’s  worship  of  energy, 
such  as  lightening  and  fire,  to  the 
Christian’s  responsible  use  of  energy 
Eventually,  we  must  go  beyond 
energy  to  faith  and  the  one  who 
created  spiritual  energy,,  the  film  Theological  Seminary  celebrated  30 
says.  Jesus  came  to  point  us  to  the  years  of  existence  in  March.  Actually 
source  ...  GOD.  established  in  1951,  the  seminary  has 

145  church,  college  and  BSU  choirs  trained  more  than  500  pastors  and  lay 
are  scheduled  between  performances  leaders.  Late  1981  enrollment  in  day 

classes  was  45. 


presentation  of  the  gospel. 

“Love,  You  Spoke  a  Word,”  written 
by  Ken  Medema,  premiered  April  29  in 
the  packed  Knoxville  Civic  Au¬ 
ditorium.  The  audience,  mostly  local 
Baptists  with  a  healthy  sprinkling  of 
Baptist  journalists  in  town  to  cover  the 
fair’s  opening,  received  the  initial  per¬ 
formance  enthusiastically! 

A  nation-wide  talent  search  pro¬ 
duced  16  college  young  people,  now  a 
trained  team  called  PowerSource, 
who  perform  the  musical  six  to  eight 
times  daily  in  the  Baptist  Pavillion  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  fair. 


his  work. 

Missionary 


news 


i,  one  wao  UV1  II  U1  Ol.  UJUI5  dllU  •  mi.  m  •  .  |  ,  ..  .....  .  ■ 

grew  up  in  Sikeston.  They  were  ap-  .  e  Psalm,st  asked  question,  VWhat  is  man?”  I  choose  not  to  attempt  to 
pointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  ?efine  ^n’  but,!!ath,e1r,  Present  some  of  man’s  Possibilities  for  the  good,  noble, 
in  1959,  resigned  in  1970  reappointed  in  world  1S  fUled  w,th  enou8h  “knockers”  and  “knocking  .”  Let’s  be  as 

1971,  resigned  in  1975  and  reappointed  He  was  constant|y  seeing  the  possibility  for  good  in 

in  1981.  He  formerly  served  as  pastor  flKpfoJ  ..  .  ..  „  t 

in  Mississippi.  W  l.Manhasthecapacitytoseeandtoenjoythetrue.thegood, 

¥  .  the  beautiful.  Made  in  the  image  of  God,  given  a  brain  and  a 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Ralph  Davis,  mis-  m  fj personality,  man  has  the  possibility  of  living  like  a  “man”  in 

sionaries  to  Ghana,  have  arrived  in  the  this  world.  Why  be  satisfied  with  the  sordid?  Why  stumble  and 

States  for  furlough  (address:  19  ^Hsink  in  the  marshes  when  one’s  feet  can  walk  on  the  heights 

Sharmont,  Hattiesburg.  Miss.  39401).  jiAk.  jtf^Bwith  solid  rock  underneath?  Why  live  life  like  a  hermit  in  a 
They  are  natives  of  Mississippi.  He  ^VNii^^Hdark  cave  when  the  world  is  so  full  of  light  and  beauty? 
was  born  in  Quitman  and  grew  up  on  a  2.  Man,  even  you,  has  the  capacity  to  face  life  with  all  its 

small  farm  near  Hattiesburg.  The  Aultman  adversities  and  be  triumphant.  We  have  the  capacity  to  do 
former  Joyce  Merritt,  she  was  bom  what  God  wants  us  to  do  because,  if  allowed,  he  will  pour  the  energy  of  his  being 
and  grew  up  on  a  farm  near  Hatties-  into  us.  You  don’t  have  to  Jive  life  like  a  beggar.  Let  God  help  you  turn  every 
burg.  misfortune  and  trial  into  adventuresome  living. 

_  .  3.  You  can  achieve,  especially  for  him.  This  does  not  mean  that  you  will  make 

o  .E"imotns’  "J'ssionary  to  the  headlines  or  thatyour  story  will  beon  TV.  Most  of  the  victories  of  Christianity 
,a  .a?aaia’  ba?  returned  to  the  field  are  won  by  unknown,  unsung  heroes  of  the  cross.  God  has  endowed  you  with  the 
i  aaaress .  r.  u.  box  739,  Arusha,  Tan-  possibility  of  doing  something  for  him  in  a  way  no  other  could  ever  do  it.  Find  it. 
zania).  A  native  of  Mississippi,  she  Doit. 

was  born  in  Lake.  4.  There  is  the  possibility  for  love,  jifou  don’t  have  to  hate.  You  don’t  have  to  be 

jealous.  We  are  creatures  of  choice,  What  are'you  choosing  to  be  today? 

AH  of  the  animals  excepting  man  5.  The  most  wonderful  possibility  for  man  is  that  he  can  be  rightly  related  to 
know  that  the  principal  business  of  life  God.  Man  can  become  a  child  of  God  through  faiith  and  trust.  Who  are  you’  What 
is  to  enjoy  it. -Samuel  Butler  are  you?  Think  of  your  possibilities. 


Justice  as  well 


By  James  L, 


Travis 
Pastoral  Services 
University  Medical  Center 
Jackson,  Mississippi 
Deuteronomy  1.16-17, 16:18-20, 
25:13-16 

"Liberty  and  justice  for  all.”  This 
phrase  in  the  pledge  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  of  America  is  proba¬ 
bly  familiar  enough  to  most  of  us  (over 
40! )  that  it  rolls  off  opr  tongue  without 


hallmarks  of  the  Judeo-Christian 
faith. 

Our  God  is  one  who  especially  gives 
attention  to  those  whose  feeble  posi¬ 
tion  in  society  scarcely  enables  them 
to  wrest  justice  from  an  otherwise  par¬ 
tial  system  And  so.  the  judges  were 
not  to  “respect  persons  in  judgment.!* 
This  did  not  refer  to  a  basic  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  persons.  Rather,  itcalled  for  the 
kind  of  impartiality  so  that  the  “small 
as  well  as  the  great”  would  have  a  fair 


of  the  monarchy.  $o  the  admonition 
given  in  this  section,  reflecting  no 
doubt  the  words  of  Moses  at  that  ear¬ 
lier  time,  applied  primarily  to  those 
who  would  sit  by  the  gates  of  the  cities 
and  dispense  justice. 

Again,  there  are  several  principles 
spelled  out  similar  to  ones  stated  ear¬ 
lier,  but  with  a  new  emphasis.  The 
judges  were  ( 1 )  not  to  wrest  judgment, 
that  is,  they  were  not  to  force  decisions 
in  a  situation  that  distorted  the  truth; 
(2)  they  were  not  to  show  partiality 
and;  (3)  they  were  not  to  take  bribes.  A 
basic  insight  is  shared  that  to  becopie 
indebted  to  persons  in  making  a  just 
decision  has  a  way  of  altering  objectiv¬ 
ity  and  blinding  one  to  the  truth. 

It  is  also  important  for  fair  practices 
to  prevail  in  the  business  world. 
Specific  prohibition  here  is  made 
against  the  kind  of  shady  practices 
where  different  weights  were  used  for 
buying  or  selling.  That  is,  if  one  were  to 
be  purchasing  goods  for  resale,  he 
would  (if  he  indulged  in  this  unfair 
practice)  use  weights  that  actually 
weighed  less  than  they  were  supposed 
to. 

Then  on  resale  the  individual  would 
exchange  weights  and  use  those  which 
weighed  more  than  they  were  sup¬ 
posed  to.  Thus,  the  old  business  for¬ 
mula,  “buy  low  and  sell  high,”  was 
insured  by  that  kind  of  practice.  This  is 
not  an  indictment  against  skillful  and 
shrewd  marketing  practices.  It  is  a 
statement  against  the  employment  of 
illegal  or  unfair  means  whereby  one 
person  takes  advantage  of  another 

In  hoth  of  these  passages,  the  ad¬ 
monitions  are  linked  to  the  kind  of 


By  Louie  Farmery  Jr.,  Hattiesburg  have  been  rather  dissatisfied  with  the  Jesus'  story  of  the  two  men  who  wen 
Luke  5:27-32;  15:1-7;  19:1-10  “racket”  he  was  in,  for  he  just  got  up  to  the  temple  to  pray  is  recorded  ii 
Taxes!  Taxes!  Few  things  have  and  left  it  all  behind.  Luke  18:10-14.  One  was  a  self 

spread  more  terror  to  the  hearts  of  Usually  a  new  convert  to  Christ  righteous  Pharisee  and  the  other  ai 
people  down  through  the  ages  than  wants  to  share  the  joy  with  his  friends,  humble  publican » It  was  the  publicai 

taxes.  Any  country  must  have  money  Therefore,  Levi  made  a  big  banquet  at  rather  than  the  Pharisee  who  “re 

in  order  to  operate.  How  this  money  is  his  house  honoring  Jesus  and  invited  a  turned  home  forgiven”  ( Living  Bible 

gathered  and  by  whom  has  always  great  number  of  publicans  and  other  In  all  these  references  to  publicans  i 

been  a  problem  because  taxes  “touch  people.  turns  out  that  the  religious  leader- 

us  where  it  hurts”  and  because  they  It  seems  an  odd  custom  to  us,  but  it  thought  there  was  no  hope  for  the  pub 
have  built-in  possibilities  of  injustice  was  usual  for" others,  who  were  not  in-  licans  but  that  Jesus  accepted  then 
and  fraud.  vited,  to  come  and  stand  around  the  just  as  other  unsaved  people 

I.  The  publicans  wall  watching  the  festivities  during  III.  Jesus  and  Zacchaeus  (Luke  19  1 

That  “injustice  and  fraud”  is  the  the  banquet.  Among  those  who  10) 
basis  for  our  lesson  this  week.  By  New  watched  were  Pharisees  and  scribes.  Jesus’  last  trip  was  to  Jerusalem  for 

Testament  times  the  Roman  govern-  In  an  effort  to  create  dissension  among  the  Passover.  He  came  east  of  the  Jor 
ment  had  developed  a  system  of  tax-  the  followers  of  Jesus,  these  religious  dan,  crossed  the  river  and  entered 
farming  in  which  they  auctioned  off  to  leaders  murmured  aloud  to  the  disci-  Jericho,  where  he  restored  sight  tc 
the  highest  bidder  the  privilege  of  col-  pies,  asking  why  they  were  having  Bartimaeus. 
lecting  taxes  in  a  certain  district.  The  table  fellowship  with  these  publicans  As  Jesus  continued  through  the  city 

successful  bidder  paid  a  specific  and  sinners.  When  Jesus  heard  what  of  Jericho  a  great  crowd  followed  him 

amount  to  the  Empire  and  was  allowed  •  the  hecklers  were  saying  he  told  them  and  the  sides  of  the  road  were  crowded 

to  retain  the  proceeds  from  his  tax-  that  he  had  come  to  call  sinners,  not  with  viewers.  Zacchaeus  the  chief 

collecting.  As  a  result  he  collected  the  righteous  to  repentance.  publican  of  that  district  came  into  this 

whatever  the  traffic  would  allow.  ID.  Jesus  and  the  publicans  crowd,  hoping  to  see  Jesus  as  he  ifes- 

Often  excessive  taxes  were  demanded  In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  when  sed.  Because  he  was  nhvsieaiiv  cLr* 


much  thought  when  we  are  repeating 
it.  But  it  is  a  powerful  phrase.  It  con¬ 
tains  the  great  truth  that  liberty  in  and 

of  itself  does  not  mean  that  justice  will  fearlessness  in  rendering  just  deci- 

prevail.  It  is  not  enough  simply  to  ex-  sions.  It  is  easy  to  be  intimidated  when 

perience  release  from  whatever  bond-  anyone  is  trying  to  judge  rightly  in  a 

age  has  held  us.  situation.  It  is  pot  only  that  we  fear  for 

It  is  important  intentionally  to  struc-  our  physical  safety,  but  often  we  are 

tyre  life  so  that  to  the  highest  degree  threatened  by  ridiculeor  other  kinds  of 
possible  a  basic  kind  of  equity  will  pre-  more  subtle  intimidation  if  we  speak 
vail  among  the  people.  Whereas  liber-  forthrightly  what  we  see  to  be  the  truth 

ation  often  means  the  drastic  revision  in  a  situation.  An  undergirding  jware- 
of  social  structures,  to  bring  about  jus-  ness  to  enable  persons,  including  per- 
tice  means  that  there  must  be  the  sons  in  the  courts,  to  dispense  justice 
building  of  those  kinds  of  social  struc-  fairly  and  to  face  their  own  fearfulness 
tures  which  enhance  access  to  the  re-  is  the  awareness  that  behind  it  all  the 


all."  It  is  a  powerful  phrase,  and  it  by 
no  means  came  to  exist  only  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  thjs  nation.  In  a  sense  it  has  its 
roots  in  the  ancient  history  of  a  little 
nation  we  call  Israel. 

I.  Where  it  began  (1:16-17):  In  this 
rehearsal  of  what  must  have  been  a 
speech  of  Moses  as  the  people  of  Israel 
prepared  to  move  into  Canaan,  refer¬ 
ence  is  made  to  one  of  the  early  com¬ 
plications  in  his  leadership  of  the 
Jewish  people  as  they  came  out  of 
Egypt.  While  early  on  it  was  possible 
for  Moses  to  act  as  the  sole  dispenser  of 
justice  and  fairness,  soon  it  became 
apparent  that  the  job  would  be  much 
too  heavy  for  him. 

In  this  account  it  is  noted  that  Moses 
addressed  the  people  with  his  plight  of 
overwork,  and  in  the  verses  studied  in 
this  lesson  there  are  spelled  out  some  made. 

basic  principles  for  delivering  just  de-  II.  Honest  judges  and  fair  business 
cisions  in  matters  of  arbitration  and  practice:  essential  for  a  stable  nation 
settlement  These  principles  are  still  (16:18-20;  25:13-16):  Justice  was  a 
very  applicable  to  our  legal  system  to-  theme  to  which  the  writer  of 
day.  Deuteronomy  returned  again  and 

First  of  all.  and  perhaps  basic  to  the  again.  In  the  passage  in  the  16th  chap- 
Judeo-Christian  faith  is  the  impera-  ter,  it  is  evident  that  this  writing 
tive  to  give  the  disenfranchised,  the  comes  from  the  time  of  the  monarchy 

“stranger,"  as  much  access  to  justice  some  six  centuries  after  Israel  had  oc-  lems  would  be  set  within  the 

as  those  who  are  a  close  and  integral  cupied  Canaaji.  The  reference  to  “of-  * 

pqrt  of  the  system.  The  stranger,  in  ficers,”i _ "  j 

being  singled  out  for  justice,  becomes  development  of  a  royal  court.  These 

as  important  an  individual  as  the  most  persons  were  not  elected  by  the  tribes 
respected  and  significant  leader  to  mete  out  justice,  rather  they  were 
among  the  people.  This  is  one  of  the  more  involved  with  the  military  aspect 


A  third  principle  that  Moses  laid 

down  was  thatof  a  recognition  of  limi-  _  _  _ _ 

tations.  He  made  it  clear  that  if  the  weighed  more  than  they 

judges  encountered  a  situation  which  '  ‘  ~  . 

was  too  complicated  for  them  to  re¬ 
solve  with  a  sense  of  adequacy  and  ap¬ 
propriateness  they  were  to  refer  those 
on  to  him. 

This  may  be  something  of  a  forerun¬ 
ner  of  our  court  system  where  appeals 
may  be  made  to  the  higher  court.  This 
does  not  necessarily  mean  that  those 
in  the  higher  court  are  more  skilled  or 

learned  or  even  just  in  making  deci- .  existence  which  Israel  would  enjoy  as  lowed  to  testify  in  court’ and  c< 
sions.  What  it  does  basically  mean  is  a  nation  depending  on  how  she  made  were  not  allowed  to  eat  wiu 

that  the  distance  involved  from  the  distributive  justice  a  priority.  While  Jevvs 

immediate  situation  may  make  it  pos-  this  may  sound  calculating  on  the  one  Jesus  aDd  Levi  (Matthew) 

sible  for  more  objectivity  and  fairness  hand,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  5:27-32) 

to  inform  the  final  decision  that  will  be  straightforward  recognition  of  a  basic  After  Jesus  healed  the  man  w 

truth  in  life.  Insofar  as  any  person  let  down  through  the  rool 

group,  or  nation  attempts  to  imple  ter’s  house  in  Capernaum,  hew 
ment  whatever  means  are  available  to  30(1  saw  Levi  (Jater  called  Ma 

insure  justice  for  all,  to  that  extentthat  sittin8  in  h>s  tax  booth.  Levi 

person,  group,  or  nation  will  live  out  of  lower  rank  P^'ean  than  Zaa 
a  stability  and  abundance  that  would  was  but  ^ust  as  desPised  30(1  w* 

not  be  the  case  otherwise.  It  does  not  thy. 

mean  that  life  would  have  no  prob-  11  iust  may  he  that  this  was 

lems,  but  it  does  mean  that  the  prob-  first  encounter  with  Levi  but  it 

would  be  set  within  the  context  more  likely  that  they  had  talk 
for  more  adequate  solution  fore.  L-evi  could  have  heard 

as  well  as  judges,  implied  the  teach  by  the  sea  but  he  would  nc 


